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NEGRO SLAVERY IN FLORIDA
b y E DWIN L. WILLIAMS J R.

Negro slavery existed in Florida long before it became American territory and the Negro began to play
his part in the drama of Florida history at a very early
date. If we are to credit the narrative of Cabeca DeVaca, as translated by Buckingham Smith, at least two
Negroes accompanied the Narvaez expedition to Florida
in 1528, though no mention is made as to whether they
1
were slave or free. One of these Negroes was among
the few survivors of this ill-fated expedition who finally
2
reached Mexico. A few Negro slaves accompanied the
great expedition of Hernando DeSoto when it came to
Florida in 1539 and numerous Negro slaves came with
DeLuna when he made an unsuccessful attempt to settle
on Pensacola bay in 1559. It is stated that many of his
3
soldiers demanded one servant at least. None of these
expeditions remained in Florida long, however, and
none of them established permanent settlements.
Pedro Menendez de Aviles, who founded the first
permanent settlement in what is now the United States
in 1565, made elaborate plans for the conquest and
colonization of Florida and contracted to take along 500
Negro slaves, but when more than 2,600 persons of
every class joined the expedition, he had no room in his
4
ships for these Negroes. Nevertheless, the Frenchmen,
Laudonniere and Le Moyne, state that Mendenez did
have some Negroes
with him who were put to work on
5
his fortifications.
The slaves mentioned above were Negroes, but it
was not long before the Indians were enslaved ; in fact,
1. Relation of Alvar Nunez Cabeca DeVaca. translated from the
Spanish by Buckingham Smith, New York, 1871, 55-116.
2. Ibid., 184.
3. Herbert Ingram Priestly, Tristan de Luna, Conquistador of the
Old South; a Study of Spanish Imperial Strategy, Glendale, California, 1936, 103.
4. Jeanette Thurber Connor, Pedro Menendez de Aviles, . . . DeLand,
1923, 77.
5. Charles A. Stakeley, “Introduction of the Negro Into the United
States, Florida, not Virginia the First State to Receive Him.”
Magazine of American History, XIV, (November, 1891) 359.
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one object of some explorers was the capture of Indians
to be enslaved and more than one expedition was made
for this purpose alone. The Florida Indians, in turn,
made slaves of all Spaniards
wrecked upon the coast
6
whom they did not kill, and Menendez made it clear
to the Indians that if any more Spaniards were killed
he would make slaves of all the Indians he captured
7
whom he did not kill, and send them to Cuba,
Slave labor, both Negro and Indian, was largely
used in the construction of the succession of forts built
at St. Augustine. At times the Indians were reported
as hired, and again were punished by forced labor on
the fortifications,
but often this was little or no different
8
from slavery.
The Florida Indians, however, were in
general too warlike to make good slaves; those of them
who became mission Indians either rebelled or were
eventually wiped out or carried into captivity by British
raiders from South Carolina and their Indian allies; and
the Spaniards in Florida were to find Negro slaves the
most dependable source of labor. The evidence, as given
above, would indicate that Negro slavery was first introduced into what is now the United States by Menendez and his successors many years before the “first”
Negroes were landed at Jamestown, Virginia, in 1619.
As the Spaniards did not make any notable plantation development in Florida during their first occupation (the short-lived agricultural development of the
province of Apalachee in the seventeenth century was
carried on by mission Indians), it was not until the
period of British occupation, 1763-1783, that any significant number of Negro slaves were brought into colonial
Florida. The British authorities encouraged settlement
by a liberal policy of granting lands and by offering
bounties for the production of indigo and naval stores.
Soon after 1763 plantations were being established along
6. Jeannette Thurber Connor, Colonial Records of Spanish Florida,
. . . . , I, DeLand, 1925, 33.
7. Idem.
8. [Barcia], Ensayo Cronologico para la Historia General de la
Florida, Madrid, 1723, 204.
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the St. Johns, in the vicinity of St. Augustine, and on
down the east coast to New Smyrna, the site of Dr. Andrew9 Turnbull’s famous colony of Greeks and Minorcans.
Slaves began to be imported in considerable numbers to cultivate indigo, rice and other crops on the
plantations. In 1767 the brigantine Augustine landed 70
Negroes from Africa at St. Augustine and a year later
the British governor of East Florida wrote that Richard
Oswald, an East Florida planter, had over 100 Negroes
on his plantation. 10 Another big slave owner of British
colonial Florida (East Florida) was Denys Rolle.
Rolle’s quixotic plan for creating an extensive agricultural settlement as a scheme to rehabilitate the most
wretched and depraved classes of the English population, and at the same time to make a neat profit for himself, failed because of his lack of practical judgment and
the low moral and physical caliber of the settlers he
brought over from England. His white colonists, having
either absconded or having been seduced from him by
subordinate civil officers, Rolle turned to Negro labor
to develop his extensive land holdings of some 76,000
acres on the St. Johns, and added 150 slaves to the small
force he already owned. Rolle’s estate seems to have11
been in good running order before he left Florida.
The Turnbull colony at New Smyrna likewise enjoyed
little success in the use of white labor and eventually
broke up, the colonists (Greeks, Minorcans and Italians)
migrating to St. Augustine and Dr. Turnbull removing
12
to Charleston. From the records it appears that Negro
slavery was found to be as suitable for large scale agricultural operations in British colonial Florida as it was
later on when Florida became American territory. Cer9. Rowland H. Rerick, Memoirs of Florida, 2 vols., Atlanta, 1902,
I, 85-87.
10. Documents Illustrative of the History of the Slave Trade to
America. edited by Elizabeth Donnan, 4 vols., Washington, 1935,
IV, 245,
11. William Henry Siebert, Loyalists in East Florida, 1774-1785, 2
vols., DeLand, 1929, II, 370.
12. Charles Loch Mowat, East Florida as a British Province, 1763-1784,
Berkeley and Los Angeles, 1943, 72.
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tainly Negro slaves proved more manageable than the
white labor introduced by Rolle and Turnbull.
By 1776 the British plantations and forest industries in Florida were exporting their products in considerable quantities; 58,300 casks of indigo and 860 barrels
of rice were exported in that year, also 65,000 oranges
and two casks of orange juice. The forests contributed
50,000 feet of pine boards and timber, 190 barrels of
tar, 56 barrels of turpentine, 87,000 oak staves and
various other wood products. Deerskins, raw hides, tanned leather, honey, and even a little sugar and molasses
were exported. As time went on the exports of sugar,
rice, naval stores and timber tended to increase steadi13
ly. Certainly a large share of this increasing output
of the products of field and forest in British East Florida was due to the use of slave labor.
Slaves were brought from Georgia and South Carolina as well as from Africa. William Gerard de Brahm,
the surveyor general of the province, in his “List of
Inhabitants of East Florida, Their Employs, Business
and Qualifications, from 1763 to 1771,” gave the province in 1771
a population of about 3,000, including 900
14
Negroes. The influx of Loyalist refugees from Georgia
and South Carolina during the Revolution, especially
after the evacuation of Charleston and Savannah by the
British in 1782, brought many planters and their slaves
into East Florida. Charles Loch Mowat estimates that
by the time the British began the evacuation of East Florida after its cession to Spain by the Treaty of Paris of
1783, there were 6,090 whites and 11,285 Negroes in the
15
province, a total population of 17,375. When the province was transferred back to Spain, however, practically all the British population left, taking their slaves
with them. A Spanish census of 1786 shows only about
1,700 inhabitants in St. Augustine, mostly Minorcans,
Italians and Greeks from the abandoned New Smyrna
colony. One hundred twenty-seven Negroes were listed.
13. Siebert, op. cit. I, 67-69.
14. Mowat, op. cit. 64-66.
15. Ibid., 137.
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Most of the flourishing plantations established by the
British16settlers were abandoned and soon went back to
forest.
British West Florida, which extended from the
Apalachicola river to the Mississippi, was also ceded to
Spain by the Treaty of Paris. Its two principal towns
were Mobile and Pensacola. The province did not produce important amounts of the staple crops and the
eastern part of the province (from the Perdido to the
Apalachicola), which was later to be a part of the state
of Florida, saw little or no plantation development during the British occupation. The region around Pensacola
was sandy and not well suited to agriculture. However,
Negro slaves were owned in West Florida, particlarly
in the fertile region along the Mississippi and there was
a provincial slave code modeled after those of Georgia,
South Carolina and the sugar colonies. Most of the
families in West Florida did not own slaves and17 those
that did held only from three to eight Negroes.
The second Spanish occupation has been generally
regarded as a period of stagnation but this is an exaggeration. The exodus following the surrender of the
Floridas to Spain left East Florida especially virtually
without white inhabitants except in and around the garrison towns. The plantation system and its accompanying institution of Negro slavery began to revive again
when Spain encouraged American immigration into
Florida in the period between 1790 and 1804. In the
northeastern part of the peninsula plantations began to
spread again and by 1804 there were 4,445 inhabitants
in
18
East Florida, of whom about 2,300 were slaves. Not
only did settlers from the United States come into East
Florida and establish plantations operated with slave
labor but this province now became a base of operations
for slave smugglers who brought in cargoes of slaves
from Africa and slipped them across the northern boun16. Ibid., 147-148.
17. Cecil Johnson, British West Florida, 1763-1783, New Haven, 1943,
170-176.
18. Kathryn Trimmer Abbey, Florida - Land of Change, Chapel Hill,
1941, 100.
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dary into Georgia where slaves were in great demand.
Amelia Island and the port of Fernandina became
a
19
headquarters for these slave smuggling activities.
One of East Florida’s leading citizens in this period
was Zephaniah Kingsley, plantation owner and slave
trader on a large scale. Kingsley, the son of a Scotch
Tory exiled from South Carolina, came to East Florida
in 1803 to take up a grant of 3,300 acres of land made
to him by the Spanish government. Kingsley established
his right to the grant by introducing 74 Negro slaves
to cultivate his land-the extent of the grants made by
the Spanish government under the edict of 1790 being
determined by the number of slaves the grantee could
bring in to cultivate his lands. Kingsley lived first at St.
Augustine, moving later to Laurel Grove plantation on
the St. Johns. In 1813 he moved to Fort George Island
at the mouth of the St. Johns where he established a
plantation and the headquarters for his slave-trading
activities. His plantations were used not only for the
production of sea-island cotton and other crops, but also
as training schools for the Negroes he imported from
Africa. His slaves were so well trained and were put in
such good physical and mental condition by his shrewd
and humanitarian handling that he was able to ask and
receive a price of fifty per cent above the average market price for the slaves he brought in and smuggled
over the border. The complacency with which even the
United States Government regarded his slave-trading
activities and the scale on which he carried on this business is shown by the capture of a shipload of 350 slaves
which Kingsley was trying to land, and the sequel to
this event. The United States Coast Guard officer who
made this capture turned the Africans over to Zephaniah Kingsley as the only
man accessible who was cap20
able of caring for them.
19. Carita Doggett Corse, The Key to the Golden Islands, Chapel Hill,
1931, 119-123.
20. Philip S. May, “Zephaniah Kingsley, Nonconformist, (1765-1843),"
Florida Historical Quarterly, XXIII, (January, 1945), 145-151;
Corse, op. cit. 121.
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Kingsley was not only a slaveholder and a slave
trader, he was probably the first Floridian to make a
literary defense of the institution of slavery. He published this under the title A Treatise on the Patriarchal
System of Society As It Exists . . . Under the Name
of Slavery, With Its Necessity and Advantages, signing
it “by an inhabitant of Florida.” He defended slavery
under a benevolent patriarchal system as a state of
society in which the Negroes were happier and better
off than free whites of the laboring class. He also contended that the intelligently controlled labor of the
Negro slave was much more productive than that of the
free white, especially in the Southern low country where
21
the climate was unhealthy for whites. Kingsley practiced what he preached as he was a kind master and even
married one of his slaves, and recognized his children
by his slave concubines or lesser wives on his different
plantations. In 1839 he moved his wife and children to
Haiti as he feared that
American law would not uphold
22
their property rights.
In spite of the activities of Kingsley and a few
other large planters the plantation system and the accompanying institution of slavery was not destined to
flourish as long as Spain held Florida. The economic
development of the provinces was retarded by the weakness and unprogressive nature of the Spanish colonial
administration, by internal troubles and foreign invasions in both East and West Florida, and by the fact
that the Indians actually controlled much of the territory.
Much of the friction which developed in the relations between the United States and Spain and, to a
large extent, the frequent violations of Spain’s sovereignty by American armed forces, can be blamed on the
institution of slavery. Spain, with her home land ravag21. [Zephaniah Kingsley], A Treatise on the Patriarchal System of
Society as It Exists in Some Governments and Colonies in America,
and in the United States, under the Name of Slavery, with Its
Necessity and Advantages, (fourth edition) 1834, 5-7.
22. Corse, op. cit. 126.

Published by STARS, 1949

9

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 28 [1949], Iss. 2, Art. 1

100

THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

ed and exhausted by the long struggle with Napoleon’s
armies, and her colonial empire wracked by revolution,
was too weak to maintain order in Florida and to prevent the Indians from raiding across the borders into
American territory or to keep them from offering
refuge to runaway slaves even when she desired to do
so. Both East and West Florida were from time to time
invaded by American armed forces, ostensibly to punish
Indians and runaway Negroes for their depredations
on the Americans living along the frontier. In 1816
General Clinch crossed the border and destroyed the
famous “Negro Fort” on the Apalachicola river in
Spanish territory. It was inevitable that this fort, built
and armed by the British during the War of 1812 and
afterward turned over by them to the large community
of runaway Negroes living on the Apalachicola, should
be looked upon as an intolerable menace to the security
of the planters and farmer’s who lived nearby in the
slave-holding states of Georgia and Alabama. Secretary
of State John Quincy Adams termed it “a seat of
23
banditti and the receptacle for runaway slaves." Hence
its destruction by American armed forces when Spain
did nothing to suppress the menace.
East Florida also suffered incursions from time to
time. Slave-catchers from adjoining states made extended forays into Florida and frequently seized slaves belonging to the Indians as well as the fugitive slaves they
were looking for. They also robbed a number of Spanish
and other settlers in Florida, carrying off their slaves
and other property. Claims for indemnity for these
24
stolen slaves were before Congress as late as 1860.
And it is reasonable to believe, as charged, that these
slave-catchers also kidnapped free Negroes whenever
the opportunity presented itself and carried them off
into slavery.
When Florida finally became United States territory in 1821, new regions were opened up for the expan23. Rerick, op. cit. I, 126-127.
24. Charles H. Coe, Red Patriots - The Story of the Seminoles, Cincinnati, 1898, 16.
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sion of the plantation area by planters and farmers from
the worn-out lands of the Old South who were looking
for virgin soil to exploit. Florida, which had known
Negro slavery on a small scale for centuries, was now
to see it expand into hitherto undeveloped regions with
the inrush of settlers from the Southern states into the
now available fertile lands of Middle Florida. The extension of the plantation system of the Old South into
the region between the Suwannee and the Apalachicola
gave the institution of slavery a firm foothold in an area
which was to become the richest and most populous part
of the ante-bellum state. Another result was that Negro
slavery took on an economic and social importance in
Florida which it had not enjoyed in the easy-going colonial days when it was largely confined to the areas immediately surrounding the towns of Pensacola, St. Augustine and Fernandina and a few scattered plantations along the St. Johns river and along the upper
East Coast. It also spelled the doom of the Seminole
Indian in Florida. The plantation regime could not permit a people who offered refuge and sympathy to
escaped slaves to exist in the same geographical area.
Numerous planters and farmers from Georgia, Alabama, the Carolinas, Virginia and other Southern states
migrated into Middle Florida in the '20’s and '30’s,
some bringing many slaves with them. By 1830 the
population of the territory numbered 34,730. Of these,
15,501 were Negro slaves and there were 844 free Ne25
groes. Thus as early as 1830 nearly one-half of the
population was made up of Negro slaves. Perhaps the
proportion of slave population to free population was
slightly less than it had been in the Spanish province of
East Florida in 1804, but the total number of slaves had
become much greater, the institution of slavery now
being firmly established in the region west of the
Suwannee, and slaveholders were assuming a political
ascendancy they had not enjoyed heretofore.
25. Roland M. Harper, “Ante-Bellum Census Enumerations in Florida,”
Florida Historical Quarterly, VI, (July 1927), 42.
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The advent of the Southern slaveholder and the
Southern plantation system into Florida brought to
bear on the Seminoles a pressure which was to eventually force the majority of them into western exile,
though not without a ruinous conflict which was to last
for seven years and which was finally brought to a successful conclusion only by a heavy expenditure of blood
and treasure. The aggressiveness of slave-hunters and
the encroachments of land-hungry pioneers played
about an equal part in bringing on the Seminole War.
The Federal government sought to put into effect
in Florida the policy of Indian removal which was being
followed in general for all the Indian tribes east of the
Mississippi. But in Florida the large number of Negroes
among the Seminoles was an added difficulty and greatly complicated the undertaking.
By the Treaty of Fort Moultrie in 1823 the Seminoles agreed to give up claim to all the territory of Florida except a rather sketchily bounded area in the interior
of the peninsula stretching south from the Withlacoochee river to the vicinity of Charlotte Harbor. The Federal government agreed to safeguard the rights of the
Indians, to give them supplies for removal and other
compensation and to keep white persons out of the Indian territory. The inevitable “Ethiopian in the woodpile” came to light in the seventh article of the treaty
which stipulated that the chiefs and tribes should be
vigilant not to permit runaway slaves to pass through
or take refuge in their district and that they should apprehend any such fugitives and turn them over to the
26
agent. This provision of the treaty laid the Seminoles,
who had Negro property of their own, open to the depredations of slave-catchers.
The territory assigned to the Indians proved unsatisfactory. Indians roamed outside their boundaries
and the white settlers threatened to use violent means
to keep them within their limits. To make matters worse
26. John Titcomb Sprague, The Origin, Progress and Conclusion of
the Florida War, New York 1848, 20-21.
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the whites began at once to lay claim to slaves belonging to the Indians. It seemed to make no difference if
the slaves had been born among the Indians or had been
bought by the Indians from the whites in good faith.
These claims were pushed with such vigor, and popular
opinion among the whites was so wrought up, that Governor DuVal gave orders to withhold the annuities
promised to the chiefs by the treaty until they gave up
the slaves. The Indians were further victimized by
whites who stole their cattle, hogs and horses. Whites
made armed attacks on Indians and the outraged Indians began to retaliate in spite of the efforts of the
more levelheaded chiefs, who endeavored to hold them
in check and to secure justice peacefully. By 1830 the
relations with the Indians had reached a critical stage
and open warfare was a prospect. The efforts of the
Indian agent, Col. Gad Humphreys, to enforce the terms
of the treaty and to secure justice for the Indians final27
ly resulted in his dismissal by the War Department.
The Federal government made an attempt in 1832
to secure the emigration of the Indians to the West by
the treaty of Payne’s Landing, but the “Indian negroes,” refused to go, fearing they would be seized by
the whites if they surrendered to go West. These Negroes had a great influence over the councils of the
Seminoles, so great indeed that the Seminoles did not
28
consent to emigration until the Negroes capitulated.
From the viewpoint of most Floridians the presence
of the Seminoles and their Negroes was a continuous
27. Ibid., 27-71; see also Coe, op. cit. 40-43. Coe quotes the Seminole
chiefs as protesting at a meeting held at the Indian agency on
April 17, 1828 “that many of their negroes, horses and cattle were
in the hands of the whites, for which they were unable to obtain
compensation.” Coe also points out that the “Indian negroes”
enjoyed a great deal more freedom and much milder treatment
than those owned by the whites so would not leave their Indian
masters voluntarily.
28. Sprague, op. cit., 7-89. For an example of the influence of the
Negroes over the Seminoles see Ethan Allen Hithcock, Fifty Years
in Camp and Field. New York, 1909, 78-83. According to Hitchcock,
Micanopy, the Head Chief of the Seminoles, would never have
signed the treaty of Payne’s Landing if Abram, his Negro counsellor (“sense-bearer”) had not influenced him to do so.
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menace, not only to their valuable slave property but to
their very lives and safety. They feared that the plantation Negroes would join with the Indians and the "Indian negroes” in case of war. These fears were substantiated in a few cases when the war broke out in 1835. On
the night of December 26 Emathla (King Philip) and
his band fell on the St. Johns plantations, plundering
and burning. King Philip was ably seconded in this attack by John Caesar, his Negro associate and advisor.
On December 28 the worst military disaster of the war
befell the whites when Micanopy’s band of Seminoles
ambused and wiped out Major Francis Dade’s company
of over one hundred men. Louis Pacheco, the Negro
slave who was hired as a guide for Dade’s forces, is
thought to have been in communication with the Indians
and to have informed them as to the line of march so a
careful ambush could be prepared. In the attack on
Dade’s troops Micanopy was accompanied by Abram,
his Negro “sense-bearer,” and by other Negroes who
participated in the massacre. To make matters worse
many plantation slaves joined the Indians. Other slaves
gave them aid by furnishing them with supplies and
29
information.
The long duration of the war was in large part due
to the help the Seminoles received from their black allies.
The weight of historical evidence seems to indicate
that a peaceful migration of the Seminoles might have
been secured and the war avoided if the slavery question had not been injected into the handling of the Indian problem in Florida. And the war itself was prolonged by efforts on the part of the whites to seize Negroes
living with the Indians every time there was a suspension of hostilities. Indeed many Floridians objected to
the Indians going to the West until they had returned
to their owners the30slaves who had escaped from their
masters in Florida. Joshua R. Giddings, Congressman
29. Kenneth Wiggins Porter, “Florida Slaves and Free Negroes in the
Seminole War, 1835-1842,” Journal of American Negro History,
XXVIII, (October, 1943), 393-417.
30. Joshua R. Giddings, Speeches in Congress, Boston, 1853, 13.
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from Ohio and an inveterate enemy of slavery, went so
far as to condemn the war as a slave hunt carried on by
the United States Army. 31 Thus the institution of Negro
slavery, plus the habitual rapacity of the white man in
his dealings with the Indians, must bear a large share
of the blame for the devastating Indian War.
Yet the growth of Negro slavery in Florida was not
seriously hampered by the Indian War. The cotton-growing counties of Middle Florida, where the greatest concentration of Negro slaves was to be found, were little
touched by the war with the Seminoles. The farmers and
planters of East Florida and the pioneer settlers along
the southern frontier in the peninsula bore the brunt
of the conflict. When the United States military authorities finally began to follow a policy of shipping to the
West with the Indians all the Negroes who were claimed
by them, regardless of the claims of whites to ownership, the Negroes and Indians began to come in and
surrender in large numbers and the war was brought to
a successful termination. The hardships of protracted
war had made the runaways and other Negroes amenable to the idea of emigration if they were allowed to
go West with the Indians rather than being turned over
to white masters. The military authorities felt it was
better to send West even those runaway Negroes to
whom Florida owners had perfectly legal claims than
to have them remain in the swamps to form hostile bands
to raid the frontiers and furnish encouragement for
other slaves to run away from their masters and do like32
wise . Now the slaveowners could put away their fears
of wholesale escapes by their slaves and of servile insurrections incited by the Indians and their Negro allies.
This was a relief not only to the Florida planters but
to those of adjacent states. One Georgia historian says:
31. Ibid., 26.
32. Porter, op. cit. 418-419. An example of the eagerness of the authorities to get rid of the Indians and their Negro allies is shown in
the case of Louis Pacheco, Major Dade’s treacherous Negro guide.
Louis was claimed by the Indian Chief Jumper and he was rushed
to the West despite the fact that it was well known that his legal
owner was Mrs. Antonio Pacheco of Florida.
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“The removal of the Seminoles from Florida can be
definitely linked to Georgia planters, and Seaton Grantland, a Congressman in Washington, wrote Farish
Carter, one of the State’s wealthiest plantation
owners,
33
about ‘our bill’to remove the Seminoles."
Yet we find Floridians continuing to be agitated
from time to time about the remnant of Seminoles who
remained in the wilds of South Florida after the successful conclusion of the war in 1842, a group of some
34
360 men, women and children. A letter of David Levy
(Yulee), Florida’s delegate in Congress, to a committee
of St. Johns county Democrats strongly criticized the
Federal government for leaving even a remnant of Indians in Florida, as it would furnish a refuge for fugi35
tive slaves. In 1851 the State Assembly passed an act
providing for the final
removal of the Indians now re36
maining in Florida. It might be said that this act was
ignored by the Seminoles in their Everglades haunts.
The Seminoles still roam the 'Glades but the planter
aristocracy is gone.
In spite of Indian troubles the number of Negro
slaves in Florida increased steadily from 15,501 in 1830.
By 1840 there were 25,717 slaves and 817 free Negroes
37
out of a total population of 54,477. On entering the
Union in 1845 Florida had a population of about 70,000,
of whom 50.7 per cent were whites, 0.8 per cent free
38
Negroes, and 48.5 per cent slaves. This means there
were 33,950 slaves and about 560 free Negroes in Florida in 1845, nearly half of the population being Negro.
By 1850 there were 39,310 slaves and 932 free Negroes
39
out of a total population of 87,445. Though the slave
33. James E. Galloway, The Early Settlement of Georgia, Athens,
Georgia, 1948, 99.
34. Sprague, op. cit. 512.
35. St. Augustine Florida Herald, December 3, 1844.
36. Tallahassee, Floridian, January 11, 1851.
37. Roland M. Harper, “Ante-Bellum Census Enumerations in Florida,”
Florida Historical Quarterly, VI (July, 1927), 42-44; Executive
Documents, no. 208, 25th Congress, 3rd Session, IV, 25. The figures
for 1830 and 1840 are taken from Harper, those for 1838 are from
the territorial census as printed in Executive Document no. 208.
38. Roland M. Harper, op. cit., 46.
39. Seventh Census of the United States, 1850, 401.
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population had increased the white population was increasing faster since slaves made up only 45 per cent of
the whole in 1850. The state census of 1855 shows the
Negro slave population to have risen to 49,526, and the
number of free Negroes had dropped from 932 to 804.
In the six counties of Holmes, Calhoun, Nassau, Brevard, Dade and Monroe there had been a decrease of
slaves totaling 386. It is noteworthy that these counties
are in West Florida (Holmes and Calhoun), East Florida (Nassau) and South Florida (Brevard, Dade and
Monroe) ; none
of them in the plantation region of Mid40
dle Florida. Slaves now comprised about 44.6 per cent
of Florida’s population. By 1860 the slave population
in Florida was 61,745 as compared to 77,746 whites and
there were 932 free Negroes, the same number as in
41
1850. Thus by 1860 slaves made up 43.9 per cent of
the population.
The general trend over the three decades from 1830
to 1860 was for an absolute increase of the slave population over the whole period, but at a decreasing rate. In
1840 the percentage of increase for the preceding decade
42
was 65.9, in 1850 it was 52.9 and in 1860 it was 51.7.
On the other hand the white population after 1840 grew
more rapidly than the Negro population and increased its lead in both decades after 1840. This is due to the
end of the Indian War in 1842 and the Armed Settlement Act which brought a sharp increase in the number
of settlers coming into East Florida and South Florida,
sections where the pioneer and the small farmer
predominated and relatively few slaves were to be found.
During most of this period Florida was a slave
43
importing state, at first almost entirely so. The natural
increase of Florida’s slave population was not sufficient
to provide the necessary labor to cultivate the planta40. Florida House Journal, 1855, Adjourned Session, Appendix 24-25.
41. The Statistics of the Population of the United States, etc., Compiled from the Ninth Census, 1870, 18.
42. Idem.
43. Frederic Bancroft, Slave-Trading in the Old South, Baltimore,
1931, 383.
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tions and farms being cleared and put into cultivation as
planters and farmers poured in looking for cheap new
lands. Many of the planters and farmers coming into
Florida from the states of the Old South brought their
slaves with them. Some slaves were smuggled in from
Africa or the West Indies despite federal and local laws
forbidding the importation of slaves from abroad. Evidence of such a clandestine trade is necessarily fragmentary and there is no way of determining the extent
of the illegal slavetrade. While Florida was still a Spanish possession slaves had been landed in Florida and
smuggled across the border into the United States.
Amelia Island, as we have seen, was a headquarters for
slave smugglers in the troublous years prior to the pur44
chase of Florida by the United States. There is on
record the case of the schooner Emperor, which in 1837
landed a gang of 8 Negroes who had been brought to
Havana from Africa, and shipped thence to Florida.
The Negroes were taken into the custody of the United
States marshal for Florida and smugglers were indicted.
There is no record that they were convicted nor of what
disposal was made of the Negroes.45 The schooner was
confiscated and sold by court order. Twenty years later
Floridians in high position favored the trade in principle, though admitting practical difficulties. Governor
Madison Ferry said in 1858 that the circumstances were
not propitious for a reopening of the African slave
trade but that he believed the
time was coming when it
46
would be legalized again.
Although there are no
authentic, accounts of the smuggling of slaves into Florida in the decade 1850-1860, we do read of a slave depot
and hospital maintained at Key West as a receiving
center for the human cargoes of slavers captured by
44. William Edward Burghardt Du Bois, The Suppression of the
African Slave-Trade to the United States of America, 1638-1870,
New York, 1904, 383.
45. Dorothy Dodd, “The Schooner Emperor, An Incident of the Illegal
Slave Trade in Florida,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XIII
(January, 1935), 123-128.
46. Ibid, 119-120.
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United States naval vessels operating out of that port.
In an article about the slave trade entitled “The Cry Is
‘Still They Come,’” the Fernandina East Floridian for
June 7, 1860, tells of recent captures of slave cargoes by
the Key West naval squadron with the comment that
there is unusual activity in the slave trade and that
Cuban and Brazilian planters have no difficulty in getting freshly imported slaves. The article took the position that the moral and social condition of the 1500
Africans held in the slave depot at Key West would be
greatly improved by letting them remain in the United
States as slaves rather than sending them back to the
perils of their native wilds. In conclusion it is rather
wistfully remarked that “. . . if they [the 1500 Africans]
could remain and were being made Christians of, they
could at the same moment be usefully employed in adding to the productive capital of the country. Fifteen
hundred darkies could clear many a hammock and make
many a bale of cotton.”
Despite this wishful thinking, the African slave
trade was and could never have been reopened, and the
state obtained most of her slaves through legal channels. Florida belonged to that group of states (Alabama,
Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, Louisiana and
Texas) with new lands and expanding plantations which
brought slaves from the older states of the South (Maryland, Virginia and the Carolinas) where the plantation
system was on the decline and a surplus stock of slaves
was available for the legal if more or less disreputable
48
channels of the domestic slave trade. Many of Florida’s slaves were bought from Georgia slave traders. In
the decade of the fifties Joseph Bryan, Savannah’s
leading slave trader, had a virtual monopoly of much
49
of the slave trade of northern Florida. Florida had no
47. Fernandina East Floridian, May 31, 1860, reprinted from Key
West Key of the Gulf.
48. Bancroft, op. cit., 383. Bancroft contended that the total number
of slaves smuggled into the South was actually quite small; his
estimate was that about 5,000 were smuggled in between 1850 and
1860. See footnote 18, pp. 394-395.
49. Ibid., 323.
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laws barring the importation of slaves from other states
50
(with the exception of slaves convicted of crime).
Article XVI of the state constitution explicitly provided
that the General Assembly should not have the power
to prevent persons moving into the state from “Bringing with them, such persons as may be deemed slaves,
by the laws of any one of the United States: Provided,
they shall have power to enact laws to prevent the introduction of any slaves, who may have committed crimes
51
in other States." Thus it may be said that Florida
tacitly encouraged the importation of slaves from other
parts of the United States. Also as new plantation areas
were opened up in Florida there was a tendency to take
slaves from the old plantation counties to furnish labor
forces for the new plantations; for instance the Bradens
and the Gambles took slaves from Leon county to staff
the sugar plantations they established in the Manatee
52
region.
50. Ibid., 272.
51. Journal of the Constitutional Convention, St. Joseph, 1838.
52. Lillie B. McDuffee, The Lures of Manatee, A True Story of South
Florida’s Glamorous Past, Nashville, 1933, 33-35.

(To be concluded in the next issue).

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol28/iss2/1

20

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 28, Issue 2

HERNANDO DE MIRANDA, GOVERNOR OF
FLORIDA 1575-1577
by RAY E. HELD

Second in the list of governors of Spanish Florida
stands the name of one Hernando de Miranda. An almost unknown figure, he was for two years King Philip
II’s adelantado, captain-general,
and governor for the
1
royal provinces of Florida. Following the rule of the
first governor, the famous and able commander, Pedro
Menendez de Aviles, Miranda’s brief administration
(1575 to 1577) occurred at a time when Florida, having
been made secure against the French, was settling down
into the two centuries of the relatively obscure first
Spanish colonial period. That Miranda was succeeded
in turn by another capable governor, Pedro Menendez
Marques, nephew of the first adelantado, does not add
to his prominence. Unfortunately for his place in history, the one important event connected with Miranda’s
name is the loss of one of the two settlements in the area
which comprised what the Spaniards knew as La
Florida.
To the Spanish of the sixteenth century (and indeed as late as the eighteenth century), La Florida was
the continent of North America north and east of New
Spain (Mexico). It bore the name given to it by Ponce
de Leon, its first recorded discoverer, who in 1513 coasted along the shores of present-day Florida. The name,
however, was applied not only to the peninsula touched
upon by Ponce de Leon, but also to the vast continental
area adjacent to and beyond it.
After 1513 many attempts were made to explore and
settle the land, chiefly in the hope of discovering wealth
such as had been found in Mexico and Peru. All these
efforts had been such costly failures that by 1561 the
crown decided to halt the futile attempts to settle such
a barren land. Hardly had this decision been made, how1. Adelantado was the title given the explorer and colonizer of a new
area ; captain-general represented the military leadership of a
colony; and governor incorporated the customary civil authority.
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ever, when other events led the Spanish to make still one
more and this time a successful attempt to plant a colony
in Florida.
In 1565, goaded by fears of French settlement in
an area which would dominate the route of the galleons
returning from the Indies to Spain, Philip dispatched
his able admiral, Pedro Menendez de Aviles, as adelantado, captain-general, and governor, to drive out the
French and to plant at least two colonies in Florida.
How completely and with what alleged cruelty the
adelantado succeeded in the first part of his missionexpelling the French-is well known. The other part of
his task-colonizing Florida-he undertook with enthusiasm but accomplished not quite so well. He did establish one settlement which was to become permanent, St.
Augustine. He also established a colony, San Mateo, on
the present St. Johns river and Santa Elena in the Port
Royal area of present-day South Carolina. Furthermore
small posts were set up2 at Santa Lucia, Tequesta, San
Antonio, and Tocobago.
Called away by more pressing matters, at first by
piracy in the Caribbean and later by attacks on Spanish
shipping in European waters, Menendez was absent
from Florida during the greater part of his governorship. It is probable that after sailing away in 1567
Menendez returned only once more to the new settle3
ments. Although he found it necessary to leave his
colonies in the hands of various lieutenant-governors,
his own interst in Florida was unceasing. In addition to
planting the posts already mentioned he had the hinterland of Georgia and South Carolina explored and had
the Atlantic coast charted from the Martyr Islands at
the tip of Florida to the Bay of Santa Maria (Chesapeake Bay).
Adequate support was not forthcoming from Spain,
2. These settlements were, respectively, in the areas of the St. Lucie
river, Miami river, Charlotte Harbor, and Tampa bay.
3. Woodbury Lowery, The Spanish Settlements within the Present
Limits of the United States; Florida, 1562-1574 (New York, 1905),
pp. 457-68.
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however, and the tiny settlements proved incapable of
sustaining themselves. In addition the missionaries who
were so necessary in the Spanish system of subduing
the Indians were not forthcoming in sufficient numbers.
By 1573 the Jesuits had given up their attempts to
Christianize the provinces.
Under these circumstances the ambitious plans of
Pedro Menendez de Aviles could not be fulfilled and
shortly the Spanish settlements in La Florida were reduced for practical purposes to the two settlements at
St. Augustine and Santa Elena.
In September 1574 Menendez died suddenly at Santander, in Spain, while preparing to lead an armada of
His Catholic Majesty against the pirates along the
Flanders coast. The adelantado left as his chief heir his
eldest daughter, Catalina. It was Catalina’s husband,
Hernando de Miranda, who after months of’appeals
won the royal approval to carry on in his father-in-law’s
footsteps as governor of His Majesty’s province in
Florida.
Very little is known of the early life of Hernando
4
de Miranda. He was a native of San Tirso de Candamo,
5
a parish in the province of Oviedo in Asturias. With
his home thus located but a short distance from the Port
of Aviles, the home of Pedro Menendez, it is not difficult
to see how he was attracted to the sea and came in contact with Menendez.
Probably earlier, but at least as early as 1564,
Miranda was securing naval experience. In that year, he
records, he was serving under one Martin de las Alas on
the shallops which were being prepared to accompany
the fleets sailing for the Indies. Instead of sailing for
the New World, however, the ships were made part of
6
the large force which was sent against the Moors. The
4. Ruidiaz y Caravia, Eugenio, La Florida; su Conquista y Colonizacion por Pedro Menendez de Aviles (Madrid, 1893), v. II, p. 628.
Hereafter cited as Ruidiaz.
5. Enciclopedia Universal Illustrada Europeo-Americana (Bilbao,
19 -1931, v. LIII, p. 1111. Hereafter cited as Espasa.
6. Miranda to the king, in Jeanette Thurber Connor, ed. and tr.,
Colonial Records of Spanish Florida (DeLand, 1925-1930), v. I,
p. 122. Hereafter cited as Connor.
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expedition attacked Penon de Velez, stronghold of the
Moorish pirates on the Mediterranean coast, and was
successful.
This episode occurred in the late summer
7
of 1564.
In the following year Miranda joined the expedition
being prepared by Menendez to drive the French out of
Florida. That he was not yet considered an important
personage must be assumed from the position of his
name, given without comment, well down in the list of
8
gentlemen making the voyage.
Menendez was eager to proceed with his mission,
being anxious to reach Florida before the French.
Therefore the vanguard of the expedition, which he personally commanded and in which Miranda was serving,
did not wait for the reenforcements that were sailing
under the command of Esteban de las Alas. The two
fleets were originally to rendezvous in the Canaries, but
Menendez sailed ahead, leaving orders for Las Alas to
follow.
The adelantado’s fleet was buffeted severely by
storms in crossing, but the scattered ships arrived at
Puerto Rico during July and August. Here again Menendez felt that his task was too urgent to permit him to
wait for reenforcements. He planned to sail for the
mainland, after arranging for the reenforcements to join
him later.
As part of the plan Hernando de Miranda was assigned the task of proceeding from Puerto Rico to Santo
Domingo to secure the men, horses, and supplies which
the king had promised would be made available to
Menendez in the islands. From Santo Domingo, Hernando de Miranda was ordered to sail on with the reenforcements to Havana. There he would await the arrival of
the delayed Esteban de las Alas and the second fleet.
7. Espasa, v. LXVII, p. 695.
8. Bartolome Barrientos, “Vida y Hechos de Pero Menendez de
Aviles,” Dos Antiguas Relaciones de la Florida; Publicalas por
Primera Vez Genaro Garcia (Mexico, 1902), p.35. Hereafter cited
as Barrientos.
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The united reenforcements would then proceed to Flor9
ida to join the adelantado.
Thus it happened that Miranda could not have been
present at the stirring events which resulted in the capture of the French fort on the St. Johns, the massacre
of the French “Lutherans,” and the founding of the
Spanish settlements in Florida.
Before the reenforcements could reach him in Florida, Menendez was in Cuba himself. Writing from
Matanzas on December 5, 1565, the adelantado revealed
his plans for the new provinces. Included in them was
the naming of Hernando de Miranda to an important
10
post, the office either of factor or of treasurer.
Miranda was described by the adelantado as a man in
whom confidence could be placed, as an important person who had served His Majesty for many years in the
adelantado’s company,
and as the husband of an illus11
trious woman.
It seems probable that Miranda accompanied
Menendez to the mainland in his new capacity as one
of the chief officials of the colony. The one known fact
is that when the adelantado left Florida a second time,
in order to chastise the pirates harassing the islands to
the south, Miranda took part in the expedition. Menendez with three ships proceeded to Mona Island, between
Hispaniola and Puerto Rico, while Pedro Menendez
12
Valdes, Menendez’s maestro de campo, led three others
9. Ibid., p. 37.
10. Menendez to the king, Matanzas, Dec. 5, 1565, in Ruidiaz, v. II, p.
124. The adelantado wrote that Esteban de las Alas, Pedro Menendez Marques, and Hernando de Miranda had been promised the
offices of accountant, factor, and treasurer. It seems logical to
conclude that the last-mentioned man received the last-mentioned
office. Meras, however, describing an episode which occurred in
1566, referred to Miranda as factor. (Gonzalo Solis de Meras, Pedro
Menendez de Aviles, Adelantado, Governor and Captain-General of
Florida (tr. by Jeanette Thurber Connor, DeLand, 1923), p. 213 ;
hereafter cited as Meras. It might be that the later naming of
Miranda as factor confused Meras. If, however, Meras wrote
his account in 1567, as is believed, this possibility is ruled out.
11. Menendez to the king, Matanzas, Dec. 5, 1565, in Ruidiaz, v. II.
p. 124.
12. Literally, master of the field, chief under the captain-general of
the military forces.
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to San German on the western coast of Puerto Rico.
Miranda was with the latter group.
At San German news was received of a dispatch
boat at Guadinilla on the southern coast of the island.
The dispatch boat had brought news of three French
fleets which were reported to have sailed from France.
Miranda was acquainted with the master and pilot of
the dispatch boat, and so he was sent by Valdes to secure
from them confirmation of this ominous report.
Miranda proceeded to Guadinilla, interviewed the
master and pilot of the ship, and was back at San German on the third day, reporting his information
to
13
Valdes who forwarded it to the adelantado.
This little incident concludes our knowledge of
Miranda’s first term as an official in Florida. It is probable that he returned to Spain with Menendez in 1567
when most of the important persons in the provinces
left. His name, however, is not mentioned on this oc14
casion. He may, therefore, have returned either earlier
or later. In any event he was back in Spain in time to
join with the royal forces in the civil war which flared
forth in Granada from 1567 to 1571. In this war against
15
the revolting Moriscos, Miranda, as he later reminded
16
the king, served at his own expense.
In 1571 Pedro Menendez de Aviles appointed Hernando de Miranda as factor in Florida, along with Pedro
Menendez Marques and Pedro Menendez de Aviles the
younger, his nephews, as accountant and treasurer.
Miranda refused to accept, however, and Diego Londono
de Otalora was appointed in his stead. Service in Florida
apparently did not appeal to Miranda, for although he
was ill and could not accept for that reason he would
not have accepted anyway. At least, so Menendez wrote
13. Barrientos, pp. 128-29; Meras pp. 213-14.
14. Meras, p. 238.
15. The Moriscos were the Moslems in Spain who had accepted Christianity.
16. Miranda to the king, in Connor, v. I, p. 122.
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to the king, reporting
that Miranda was not inclined to
17
serve in Florida.
Miranda was married to Catalina, eldest daughter
of Pedro Menendez. He married her, he related, with
the consent of Menendez and at the insistence of his own
parents. Menendez would not consent to his continued
service in the king’s forces, for he wanted him to be with
his daughter in order to beget heirs. Therefore the
adelantado promised to arrange that Miranda could
18
serve under him.
Menendez persisted in his efforts to secure the services of his son-in-law, and Miranda evidently agreed.
Early in February 1573 Menendez informed the king
that he was taking his sons-in-law, Hernando de Miranda
19
and Diego de Velasco, with their wives and households
20
to Florida. The adelantado had great plans for colonizing Florida, including the Panuco area north of New
17. Menendez to the king, in Connor, v. I, p. 10; Diego Londono de
Otalora to the king, Madrid, Apr. 6, 1572, Ibid., p. 12; Pedro
Menendez Marques and Pedro Menendez de Aviles the younger to
the king, Madrid, Ibid., p. 30.
18. Miranda to the king, in Connor, v. I., p. 122. The exact date of
Miranda’s marriage with Catalina is not clear. Meras (p. 93)
says that Pedro Menendez de Valdes was betrothed to the eldest
daughter of Pedro Menendez de Aviles in 1565. Miranda was already married at that time (Menendez to the king, Matanzas, Dec.
5, 1656, in Ruidiaz, v. II, p. 124). In the will of Menendez, drawn
up in January, 1574, there is mention of his niece, Elvira, wife of
Hernando de Miranda, but in the codicil of September, 1574,
Miranda is referred to as a son-in-law (Ruidiaz, v. II, pp. 519, 525).
Unless there was a second Hernando de Miranda in the Menendez
family, this seems to indicate that Miranda was married first to
Elvira, the niece of Menendez, and then, sometime during the year
1574, to Catalina, the adelantado’s daughter. This agrees with
the two statements made above concerning Miranda and Catalina
in 1565, but unfortunately for this theory Menendez refers to
Miranda as his son-in-law in a letter of 1573 (Connor, v. I, p. 100).
Perhaps Meras was in eror in making Catalina the intended wife
of Valdes in 1565. Menendez himself says only that Valdes was
intended as the husband of a daughter of his (Menendez to the
king, Sept. 1, 1565, in Ruidiaz, v. II, p. 82). Perhaps he did not
mean Catalina. As we have seen, Miranda himself implies only
that he married Catalina at the close of one of his periods of
service in the king’s forces (Miranda to the king, in Connor, v. I
p. 122). This might be either after the Moroccan campaign about
1564, or after the civil war in Granada, about 1571.
19. Velasco was the husband of Dona Maria, another daughter of
Menendez.
20. Menendez to the king, in Connor, v. I, pp. 100-02.
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Spain which Philip had granted to him, but he was too
involved in other matters to carry them out. The expedition evidently did not sail for that reason. Philip’s chief
concern at the moment was in Europe, particularly in
the Low Countries. In 1574 Menendez was preparing an
expedition to sail to the Flemish coast when he died suddenly.
In January of that same year the adelantado, being
“ill of body but firm of mind,” had drawn up a will in
San Lucar de Barrameda. The will established an entailed estate in the name of his legitimate daughter,
Dona Catalina, and his wife, Dona Maria de Solis, to be
inherited by Catalina’s oldest son, or failing a son, her
21
oldest daughter. The will provided that Catalina should
enjoy the income from Florida and the honors, favors,
and offices that the king bad bestowed on Menendez. An
exception to this bequest was made in the case of the
title of marques of Florida and the twenty-five leagues
of land which accompanied it. These were to go to Dona
Maria, the adelantado’s other daughter, wife of Diego
de Velasco. The right to settle the Panuco region of
Florida was given to Pedro Menendez Marques, the
adelantado’s nephew. An interesting provision of the
will was the requirement that whoever should inherit the
estate should reside with his household in Florida for
ten years upon reaching the age of twenty years. By
this provision Menendez hoped to actually secure the
22
colonization of Florida.
In Santander on September 15, shortly before his
death, Pedro Menendez drew up a codicil to his will in
which some slight changes were made, but none affecting the disposition of the major part of his estate. Hernando de Miranda, his son-in-law, was made one of the
23
executors of the will.
21. Menendez’s son, Juan, had been lost at sea off the Florida coast,
shortly before the adelantado came to Florida. To search for his
son and heir had been one of the adelantado’s motives in coming
to Florida.
22. The will is given in Ruidiaz, v. II, pp. 516-521.
23. For the codicil see ibid., pp. 522-25.
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Two days later the adelantado of Florida was dead.
Almost immediately began the long and bitter struggle
on the part of the heirs to carry into execution the provisions of the will. In Aviles, on October 1, 1574, an
agreement was executed whereby Catalina Menendez de
Aviles gave her husband, Hernando de Miranda, power
24
of attorney to represent her in the legal proceedings.
This, in effect, made Miranda the adelantado’s heir.
In December of 1574 Hernando and Catalina appealed to the crown for formal recognition as the heirs
of the late Menendez. They reminded the king of how
faithfully their father had served His Majesty for more
than thirty years and how, while still in the royal service, he had died so poor that his debts and legacies could
not be paid. They therefore asked the king to order that
the money which was due to Pedro Menendez should be
paid to them as his heirs.
In accordance with the contract under which Menendez had undertaken the conquest of Florida, their appeal
continued, Miranda, as lawful heir, was succeeding to
the office of captain-general of the provinces of Florida. Therefore they begged the king to command that
25
the situado be given to Miranda in order that he might
pay the people in the forts of Florida.
Miranda and his wife also requested that the licenses which gave permission to send ships with supplies to Florida and to the Indies be extended for two
years. These were licenses which had been given to
Menendez, but which he had been unable to utilize because he was occupied elsewhere in the royal service.
The heirs also asked for additional licenses to supply
Florida. Furthermore they requested that the licenses
given to the adelantado to import slaves into Florida be
extended to other parts of the Indies.
Miranda also asked for the title captain-general
of the ships sailing to the Indies, a position which his
24. Connor, v. I, p. 126.
25. The situado was the annual subsidy, payable from New Spain
for the support of the settlements in Florida.
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father-in-law had held. The reason put forward for this
request was that the friends of the late Menendez would
follow Miranda better than any other leader.
Miranda asked for still other honors which Menendez had enjoyed. Among them were the office of chief
26
notary, the Order of Santiago, and the Cross of the
Order of La Zarza.
The widow of Menendez, the Dona Maria de Solis,
was in Florida and required immediate support, the appellants reminded the king. As heirs of the adelantado
they had inherited his debts and the responsibility of
supporting his wife and household. Therefore they were
appealing for royal aid in27 securing the execution of the
late adelantado’s desires.
Menendez, however, had made enemies in high quarters, and there were accusations placed against his administration. Therefore the king would not recognize
Miranda as Menendez’s successor until the latter’s administration had been investigated. It was ordered that
Miranda’s petition should be granted by the Council of
the Indies, but only after the accounts had been examined
and the usual inspection made of Menendez's governor28
ship. This decision was made on December 10, 1574.
Even before his death Pedro Menendez de Aviles
29
had experienced trouble with the king’s fiscal, Lopez
de Zarria, and was involved in litigation with that official. The responsibility of pursuing the case now devolved upon the heirs, and in January of 1575 Miranda presented additional papers to show that his father-in-law
30
had fulfilled the agreement made with the king.
Miranda also appealed to the king once more for
immediate recognition as the successor to Menendez.
Both because of his desire to serve the king, his master,
and because of his anxiety to carry out the wishes and
26. Escribania mayor.
27. Miranda and Catalina to the king, Dec. 9, 1574, in Conner, v. I,
pp. 126-130.
28. Connor, v. I, p. 130.
29. The official charged with protecting the treasury and representing
it in the courts.
30. Miranda to the king, in Connor, v. I. p. 122.
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perpetuate the memory of the late adelantado, Miranda
said that he was asking for permission to proceed to
Florida without further delay. He pleaded that the nec31
essary cedulas be issued to that effect.
On March 18 the king relented and ordered that un32
til the visita of Menendez’s administration should finally be examined Miranda should be given permission
to go to Florida and carry on from where his father-in33
law had left off.
Events did not move so smoothly as that in sixteenth century Spain, however. Delay was still met with
from the royal officials, for once again Miranda wrote
to Philip, apparently to hasten matters along. Reminding His Majesty that it had been ordered that the necessary papers be issued to enable him to carry on as
Menendez’s heir, Miranda asked that the king allow no
obstacle or delay to stand in the way of his fulfilling the
34
asiento. Specifically he asked for the titles of adelantado, governor, and captain-general of Florida and adelantado of the coast of Florida. He summarized his request by pleading that all the terms of Menendez’s
35
asiento be settled on him.
The royal fiscal received the papers on April 26
and gave his opinion that Pedro Menendez de Aviles
had not fulfilled the agreement made with the king. Accordingly he recommended denial of the petition of
36
Miranda. The latter, undoubtedly aware of the situation at court, wrote again to the king. Philip was reminded of Miranda’s own services and that his wife was
the legal heir of the late Menendez. Reviewing the situation, he pointed out how anxious he was to go to Florida
and that the king had already ordered that the necessary
papers be issued. But when the papers had come into
the hands of the fiscal, that official, Miranda continued,
31. Ibid, p. 120.
32. A visita was a special secret investigation made of an administration. The person making the inquiry was a visitador.
33. Connor, v. I, pp. 120-22.
34. Contract.
35. Miranda to the king, in Connor, v. I, pp. 116-18.
36. Lopez de Zarria to the king, in Connor, p. 118.
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had declared that Menendez had broken his agreement
with the crown.
Miranda thereupon repeated his contention that his
father-in-law had fulfilled the asiento. As heir to the
agreement he was ready to carry on and had already
had a ship prepared to sail to Florida for three months.
Once again, he concluded, he was petitioning
His Majes37
ty for the necessary commissions.
Philip overrode his fiscal’s objections and ordered
that a cedula be given to Miranda. The cedula was to
38
contain all that Miranda had requested. This occurred
on May 7, 1575, more than half a year after Menendez’s
death.
Armed at last with the royal commission, Hernando
de Miranda sailed for the New World in his role as
adelantado, captain-general, and governor of Florida.
Arriving at St. Augustine, he proceeded to take command of the post from Pedro Menendez de Aviles the
younger, whom the elder Menendez had left in com39
mand. Then, after attending to matters in St. Augustine, he went on to Santa Elena.
On February 24 Miranda arrived at Santa Elena.
There Diego de Velasco, Menendez’s other son-in-law,
had been left in charge. Upon being confronted with the
royal cedula marking Miranda as successor to Menendez,
Velasco surrendered the fort to the new governor. Then
40
Miranda busied himself in taking the residencia of
Velasco and the officials who had preceded him, and in
investigating the supplies which had come into41 the provinces charged to Pedro Menendez de Aviles.
Velasco was imprisoned by Miranda, charged with
appropriating to his own use some funds from the late
adelantado’s property. The situado had not been paid
37. Miranda to the king, in Connor, v. I, p. 122.
38. Philip II to the Council of the Indies, in Connor, v. I, p. 118.
39. Bartolome Martinez to the king, Havana, Feb. 17, 1577, in Connor,
v. I, p. 238.
40. A residencia was an investigation into the administration of an
official, customarily made by his successor upon assuming the
office.
41. Martinez to the king, loc. cit.
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for three years and Menendez had supported the colony
from his own funds. Hence when, as lieutenant-governor
in Santa Elena, Velasco paid the soldiers from the adelantado’s property he also collectedfor himself the sum
which Menendez had designated as his salary. For this
Velasco and his wife were detained, under conditions
which he complained were intolerable, with food so insufficient that illness resulted. He was not permitted to
appeal to the Council of the Indies and bond was re42
fused, although double the usual amount was offered.
The colonists at Santa Elena were complaining of
the conditions there. They had been promised good land,
and instead they had been placed on a small island with
poor soil. Only a little maize could be grown to sustain
them. Besides the poor soil, they complained of the
climate, the winter being too cold and the spring too
rainy. They had spent the means which they had accumulated as farmers in Spain and had nothing to show
for it. And on top of all this they had been insulted and
mistreated by the governors.
In response to the plea of Alonso Martin, procura43
dor of the settlement, Miranda called a general meeting of the settlers, about 300 in number. On the appointed day (February
27) the settlers assembled in a
44
cabildo. Miranda told the assembled group that he
wanted to know which of the colonists wished to remain
in Florida. He then ordered that their evidence
should
45
be given before the alcaldes ordinarios in order that
it might be officially recorded and presented to the
king.
The witnesses who testified were examined on
twelve questious. First, they were asked the routine
question if they had personally known. Pedro Menendez
de Aviles and the other settlers in Florida. Secondly,
42. Diego de Velasco to the king; Havana, Jan. 20, 1577, in Connor,
v. II, p. 2.
43. The procurador was the legal official of the colony.
44. A cabildo was an assembly, in this case of all the residents of a
town.
45. Alcaldes were municipal officials with judicial and administrative
duties.
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they were asked if the colonists had truly been promised
twelve head of cattle and good land free of taxes. Then
it was inquired if they knew for certain that in spite of
these promises nothing had been given the colonists.
Next inquiry was made as to the truth of the allegation
that the settlers were living on an island less than one
league by one-half league in area, surrounded by the sea
and consisting largely of salt marshes.
The fifth question asked of the witnesses was if
they had knowledge of the fact that the swine, cows,
and goats which had been brought across the sea by the
settlers had died. The next query was if the soil situation was actually as bad or worse thirty leagues inland.
Was it true, they were questioned, that it was impossible to go by canoe or beast of burden into the interior
because of the swamps and marshes?
Next those giving the evidence were asked if it was
to their knowledge a fact that only maize could be grown
at Santa Elena and even that only by such difficult
labor that the farmers were made ill. And was it a fact
that the maize was eaten by worms, mice, foxes, vermin,
etc.? And did they know that the settlers had become
hungry, old, and weary from all the hardship suffered?
The next-to-last question was concerning the political administration: Had the governors wronged and
46
abused the settlers, had the alcaldes and regidores
been imprisoned for writing the truth to the king, and
had the procuradores been insulted by the governors?
Then last of all it was inquired if all these conditions
and facts were notorious and publicly known.
Beginning on March 9, for several days evidence
47
was taken. Seven witnesses were heard. All answered
affirmatively to these leading questions. On March 13
Martin officially presented to Governor Miranda this
evidence
which pictured so tragically the plight of Santa
48
Elena.
46. Regidores were members of the town council.
47. Rodrigo Menea, Juan Lopez, Francisco Cabezas, Sebastian Rodriguez. Pedro Hernandez, and Juan de Ribas.
48. Evidence of the settlers of Florida, Santa Elena, February-March,
1576, in Connor, v. I, pp. 144-180.
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Early the next month Miranda sailed for Havana
to secure money and supplies for his ailing colonies. In
command at Santa Elena he left one Captain Solis with
orders, it was reported, to be strict with the Indians,
even to the
point of killing any whose actions did not
49
please him.
Whether or not these were actually his
orders, Solis followed such a policy. He wilfully killed
Humalo, a cacique of the neighborhood,
killed another
50
important Indian in Guale, and hanged one at Santa
51
Elena. Such actions aroused the Indians of the entire
area against the Spaniards.
The situation was soon brought to a climax. Because of the shortage of supplies at Santa Elena, Solis
sent Ensign Moyano with twenty-one soldiers to the Indian village of Oristan to seek food. The Indians were
holding a feast and the Spaniards demanded some of
the food. To this the natives replied that they had none
to spare, whereupon the Spaniards proceeded to help
themselves. In the face of such insolence the Indians all
withdrew into the woods, but soon an old cacique appeared. The Indian approached Moyano and asked him what
the intentions of the Spanish were and if they were trying to make war on the Indians. Moyano replied that
they only sought lodging and food and that the natives
need not have run away. While parleying with the Indian the Spaniards held lighted fuses with their arquebuses ready, and the wily cacique asked how it might
be expected that his people would return to the village
while the white men stood by with their guns ready for
firing.
Thereupon Moyano ordered the fuses extinguished.
This was no sooner done than the Indians rushed out of
the woods and slaughtered the Spaniards on the spot.
Only one - Andres Calderon by name - escaped to bring
52
the news back to Santa Elena.
49.
50.
51.
52.

Velasco to the king, in Connor, v. II, pp. 2-4.
Guale was an area on the coast of present-day Georgia.
Velasco to the king, loc. cit.; Martinez to the king, loc. cit.
Report of Don Christoval de Erraso on the uprising of the Indians
of Florida and the loss of the fort of Santa Elena, La Yaguana,
Hispaniola, Jan. 19, 1577, in Connor, v. I, pp. 192-202; Martinez
to the king, loc. cit.
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Meanwhile Miranda had returned from Havana to
Florida, but had stopped first at St. Augustine to pay
the soldiers stationed there. This done, the governor
with three ships departed for Santa Elena.
Upon leaving the harbor at St. Augustine the ships
met a contrary wind which halted them. Several officers
and men returned to St. Augustine in a launch, planning to spend the night in town. Suddenly the weather
calmed and Miranda sailed out of the bay, leaving the
party behind. These men followed Miranda northward
by the inland passage, but never reached Santa Elena.
They met death in Guale at the hands of the aroused
Indians. Among
the victims was Pedro Menendez de
53
Aviles the younger.
When Miranda reached Santa Elena he found the
settlement alarmed at the news of the Moyano massacre.
Soon word reached the fort of the murder of the
Spaniards who were following the governor from St.
Augustine to Santa Elena by way of Guale. On top of
this, Miranda sent out a scouting party of eight men
under Captain Solis to look for a youth who had disappeared while tending some hogs. All nine men were
ambushed (July 22), the shots being heard at the fort.
On the day after this last incident the Indians attacked the fort itself. Miranda sent a boat to St. Augustine with news of the attack, but little help could be expected from that poverty-stricken settlement.
There were now not more than twenty soldiers in
the fort at Santa Elena and munitions were running low.
54
At this point Miranda determined to abandon the fort.
The artillery, six pieces of bronze and two smaller
pieces, was buried and the fortress abandoned. In three
53. Luis Jeronimo de Ore, The Martyrs of Florida (1513-1616) (tr. by
Maynard Geiger, New York [c1936]), pp. 35-36. Hereafter cited
as Ore.
54. According to Domingo Martin, an illiterate sailor, the women of
the fort, distressed by the loss of their menfolk, resorted to force
to get Miranda to abandon the fort, seizing him and taking him
aboard a ship in the harbor. This is undoubtedly the source of
Ore's account of how Miranda resorted to the stratagem of appearing to be forced from his post by the women of the settlement. ( Ore, p. 37).

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol28/iss2/1

36

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 28, Issue 2
HERNANDO

DE

MIRANDA

127

ships, the settlers departed. They were delayed outside
the bar for two or three days, waiting for favorable
weather, and while they waited they could see in the
distance, the smoke from the fort which the Indians had
set on 55
fire. So ended the first Spanish colony at Santa
Elena.
Most of the refugees from Santa Elena went to
Havana. Miranda himself sailed to St. Augustine, arriving early in August. There were then as many as
ninety men at St. Augustine who were capable of bearing arms and the fort was prepared for the anticipated
53
Indian attack. The attack did not develop, however.
Miranda soon thereafter left St. Augustine in one
of the supply ships, taking57with him seven chests containing the subsidy money.
Gutierre de Miranda was
left at St. Augustine
as
his
lieutenant-governor.
When
58
the visitador to Florida, Baltasar del Castillo y Ahedo
reached St. 59Augustine in November, Miranda was already gone.
The fleeing governor must have tarried awhile in
the Indies. In March of 1577 the Council of the Indies
knew only that Miranda had left Florida with all the
money he could gather, but it did not know whether he
60
was heading for Spain or for New Spain.
In April
61
Miranda touched at the Azores on his way to Spain.
Meanwhile Castillo y Ahedo was conducting his investigation, into the administration of Florida, first at
St. Augustine and then back in Havana where many of
the Florida colonists had taken refuge. He found fault
with practically every official including the deceased
55. Report of Erraso, loc. cit; Martinez to the king, in Connor, v. I,
pp. 238-240.
56. Martinez to the king, ibid., p. 240.
57. Ore, p. 37.
58. See note 32.
59. Baltasar del Castillo y Ahedo to the king, Havana, Feb. 12. 1577,
in Connor, v. I, pp. 202-04.
60. Council of the Indies to the king, Madrid; March 20, 1577, in
Connor, v. I, p. 248.
61. Luys Mendez Victorio to Don Juan de Silva, St. Michael's, Azores,
Apr. 30, 1577, in Connor, v. I, p. 335.
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Pedro Menendez himself. Hernando de Miranda came in
for a full share of criticism, of course.
Miranda was found guilty of having taken property
belonging to the king and of bad government in the loss
of Santa Elena. In regard to the money he was found
62
to have taken six thousand ducats.
Anticipating
Miranda’s plea that the money was his as heir to Menendez, Castillo said that this was not a valid excuse since
fraud had been practiced even in Menendez’s administration.
Miranda was also accused of refusing to allow anybody to write to the king, of accepting money to permit
one of the colonists to leave, and of buying a ship in
Havana with royal funds for his own use. He was also
criticized as a military official for leaving too many
officers to 63command only 90 persons when he left St.
Augustine.
These charges were forwarded to the Council of the
Indies and upon receiving them that body ordered
cedulas sent to all the ports of Spain and the New
World, ordering the arrest of Hernando de Miranda
and the seizure of his property. The government of
Florida was entrusted to the experienced Pedro Menen64
dez Marques. This action on March 20, 1577, marks the
official end of Hernando de Miranda’s career as governor of Florida, for his authority was never restored.
The rest of Miranda’s life is as obscure as the early
years. He landed in Spain where he was apprehended
and examined concerning the charges made in the visitation. Any punishment meted out must have been
light. Perhaps possession of sufficient ducats helped his
case. The strength of the visitador’s case against Miranda was weakened by the fact that the inquiring official
was practically as severe in his condemnation of Pedro
Menendez de Aviles, Pedro Menendez Marquis, and the
62. A ducat (ducado) was worth, perhaps, four dollars.
63. Castillo y Ahedo to the king, in Connor, v. I, pp. 212-14.
64. Council of the Indies to the king, in Connor, v. I, p. 248.
65. Ore, p. 37.
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other officials in Florida. As late as October, 1579, the
Council of the Indies reported to the king that the case
66
of Hernando de Miranda was still undecided.
There is in existence an interesting record, made on
May 7, 1580, in which Gutierre de Miranda empowered
one Pedro de la Helguera to collect from Hernando de
Miranda 122,644 maravedis. 67 This was the amount of
the salary due from June 1, 1576 to July 2, 1577, during
which time Gutierre68 acted as Hernando’s lieutenantgovernor in Florida.
69
Miranda died in 1593, according to Barcia. He was
survived by his wife, Catalina, but he had no children.
In 1581 the property of the late Pedro Menendez
which had been attached since his death, had been taken
over by the Council of the Indies in preparation for distributing it to its owners. 70 In 1591 the Council, confirming a decision of 1568 that had ordered fifteen ducats given to the adelantado of Florida for expenditures
beyond his obligations, ordered the money given to
66. Oct. 21, 1579, in Connor, v. II, p. 242.
67. A maravedi had a value of slightly less than one cent.
68. Coleccion de Documentos Ineditos para la Historia de HispanoAmerica (Madrid, 1927-1932), v. XI, p. 305. There are records of
other transactions in 1580 in which Hernando de Miranda was
mentioned. In March he was one of three persons empowered to
collect a debt from General Diego Florez de Valdes for Captain
Rodrigo de Junco (Ibid., p. 269). In November one Diego de
Ribera collected, on behalf of Miranda, 2000 reales of silver owed
to Pedro Menendez by Rodrigo Jorge (Ibid., v. XIV, pp. 445-46).
There is also in existence a letter from one Fernando Miranda,
a royal agent in St. Augustine to the king, dated August 20, 1583
(A. M. Brooks, ed., The Unwritten History of Old St. Augustine (tr.
by Annie Averette, St. Augustine, 1909?, pp. 27-29). This Miranda
had just been suspended from office by the governor. Rather than
believe that Hernando de Miranda later returned to Florida in a
lesser capacity, it seems more logical to assume that this was
another Miranda. There was also a Hernando de Miranda in the
roll call of St. Augustine made by the visitador, Flores, Nov. 19,
1578 (Connor, v. II, p. 198). This Miranda was master of the
frigate Espiritu Santo and was obviously not the same man as
the subject of this study. Perhaps he was the Miranda who wrote
the letter of 1583 referred to above.
69. [Andres Gonzalez de Barcia Carballido y Zuniga,] Ensayo Cronologico para la Historia General de la Florida (Madrid, 1723), p. 166.
Usually cited as Barcia.
70. Ibid., p. 156.
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Miranda as his heir. No doubt debts consumed the
estate, for Catalina after her husband’s death found it
necessary
to retire from court to live more economi72
cally.

From the little evidence available it is difficult to
paint a thorough picture of Hernando de Miranda. Two
facts, however, do stand out. In the first place, in common with most men of his class he was anxious to secure
wealth. The conclusion is inescapable that his anxiety
to go to Florida was based solely on his desire to get
the money due him as husband of the adelantado’s heir.
He had no interest in Florida as a colony. Secondly he
was not an efficient governor. He had neither the interest in the provinces of Florida possessed by his predecessor, nor his ability as an administrator. Miranda
was a man of ordinary ability who, in his search for
wealth, found himself in a position which would have
been difficult for even an extraordinary man. Perhaps
he merits the obscurity which is his.
71. Ibid., p. 165.
72. Ruidiaz, v. II, p. 269.
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POLITICAL FACTIONS IN TERRITORIAL

FLORIDA
by HERBERT J. DOHERTY JR.

In the early days of the territorial period, politics
in Florida were largely of a personal nature as certain
men of wealth and education became the natural leaders of the political life on the frontier. When Florida
became a United States territory there was nominally
only one political party, and political lines nationally
were in a state of flux. Consequently, while the settlers
of Florida usually came with definite political ideas,
they were not tied to a party nor did they bring readymade ideas of party with them.
Although the vague outlines of Whig and Democratic parties can be traced far back into the territorial
period, the early political factions based upon common
interest, sectional pride, or personal loyalty are easier
to discern. Common economic interests were more important than other factors in unifying those factions into
the later parties.
During the “Era of Good Feeling” and later in the
Jacksonian era, most Florida political leaders were
nominally Democrats or Democratic-Republicans. The
first three civil governors were personal friends of Andrew Jackson and called themselves Democrats. By
1840, these men, Richard K. Call, William P. DuVal,
and John H. Eaton, were all Whigs. All took the stump
for William H. Harrison for president. That these men,
as well as many lesser lights, became Whigs despite
their friendship and admiration for Jackson is not surprising. Their interests were best served by conservative
measures, so they naturally would gravitate to the conservative party. Many did so in the belief that they were
following the true precepts of Jeffersonian Democracy.
Many reasons may be cited for the various political
combinations in territorial Florida. The controversy
over statehood, and the bank and “faith bond” controversy were the most important considerations determining factional alignments. On the statehood question,
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Floridians divided into factions favoring immediate
statehood for the entire territory, favoring statehood
separately for East and West Florida, or favoring no
immediate steps toward that goal. The divisionists, and
those flatly opposed to statehood, were concentrated for
the most part in extreme East Florida. In East Florida
as a whole the majority of the population favored division. In this area, the Whigs, under the name “People’s
Party,” were opposed to statehood and favored division,
while the official Democratic organization favored statehood.
In Middle Florida sentiment apparently was favorable to statehood and opposed to division. No political factions there opposed statehood. James D. Westcott, Jr., was typical of the Middle Florida Democrats
who favored a state. In the East, David Levy and Robert R. Reid best represented pro-statehood Democrats.
Charles Downing was of the East Florida anti-statehood
Whigs, while George T. Ward spoke for the Middle
Florida statehood Whigs. Richard K. Call favored
statehood, although he was closely associated with
Downing and did not express emphatic views upon the
controversy.
By the time of the Constitutional Convention of
1838, the statehood issue had been overshadowed by the
failure of the territory’s financial system during the
panic of 1837. Although Governor DuVal was a Democrat while in office, the elective legislative councils during his term had usually been dominated by those
who
1
believed in the political theories of Henry Clay.
With political control in their hands, these men,
for the most part wealthy planters, had used the Council to secure one of the things which they needed most
-credit facilities. Many of these men became stockholders, officers, or directors of the banks they helped
create. They, of course, expected those institutions to
be beneficial. Now, with the panic of 1837, they found
1. Cash, W. T., History of the Democratic Party in Florida, Tallahassee, 1936, p. 9.
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themselves on the defensive, receiving the blame for
financial ruin which fell with fine impartiality upon all
classes. They found themselves being saddled with re2
sponsibility for the accumulated misfortunes of the day.
Men who had long opposed the preponderance of
the big planters and of Middle Florida factions in territorial politics, made unrelenting use of this financial
collapse to discredit them. The question of the disposition of the broken banks, and of the “faith bonds” by
which the territorial government had supported them,
was the most important issue dividing the two major
factions in the Convention of 1838. After that convention, the anti-bank and anti-bond faction organized as
the Democratic party of the territory. The pro-bank
men were generally classed as Whigs.
Yet factions still existed within these parties and
the makeup of the factions occasionally crossed party
lines. Among those of conservative leanings there was
a greater amount of factionalism than among their more
radical opponents. The radicals, as we shall term the
anti-bank men, were fairly well united under the leadership of James D. Westcott, Jr., and David Levy. Called
loco-focos by the Whigs, and calling themselves Democrats or Jeffersonian Republicans, the radicals came to
power after the panic and were in a majority most of
the time until the end of the territorial period. Some
evidence may be found that there was friction between
Westcott and Levy and that east and west factions existed in the Democratic party as well as in the Whig party.
If they existed, however, such differences were hid from
public view.
As early as 1823, Governor DuVal had written to
Jackson that he had decided to resign because of
severe
3
criticism from a strong East Florida faction. He accused the “Yankees” as being his chief critics, saying
that New York had sent her “most villainous spawn”
2. Doherty, H. J., The Florida Whigs (unpublished Master’s thesis,
University of Florida) p. 8.
3. DuVal to Jackson, Aug. 26, 1823. Martin, S. W., Florida During
the Territorial Days, (University of Georgia Press, 1944) p. 56.
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to Florida. 4 That strong East Florida faction which opposed most of the territorial governors was later the
most energetic element of the Democratic party in Florida. If Levy and Reid, with their anti-bank philosophies,
were typical of that faction, loco-foco influence was indeed strong. Indeed, it is not unreasonable to assume
that that influence stemmed from the presence of what
DuVal termed New York’s "villainous spawn.”
DuVal was defended, by Whig newspapers and was
much criticized by Democrats. Reid said of him, “He is,
if I mistake not, a weak man and wants dignity, but his
friends say he is a fine story teller!" 5 When DuVal’s
fourth term expired in 1834, Jackson saw little reason
to reappoint him, particularly when such a loyal friend
as John H. Eaton, who had lost out in a recent cabinet
shuffle, needed a job.
Among the conservatives there was a sectional split
and a split on the banking issue. Whigs who were willing
to let the defaulted banks go and believed that the “faith
bonds” were unlawful called themselves ‘‘States-right
Whigs.” Their leading exponent was William Wyatt.
In Middle Florida the pro-bank Whigs who were favorable to the banks under any conditions united with
a few pro-bank Democrats to form the “Conservative,
Party.”
The territorial election of 1840 pointed up the existence of these two important factions. In the state of
Virginia under William C. Rives, and in New York under N. P. Tallmadge, there were groups of “Conservative” Democrats who affiliated themselves with the
Whigs because of the Specie Circular and the fight on
the local banks by the regular Democrats. The Conservative Party in Florida was the counterpart of these
groups. Its newspaper voice was the Star of Florida in
Tallahassee edited by Cosam Emir Bartlett. Bartlett
4. DuVal to James Barbour, Aug. 12, 1823. Knauss, J. O., William
P. DuVal,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XI, p. 107.
5. Diary of Robert Raymond Reid, 1833-1835, p. 1 (Transcript in
Florida Historical Society library).
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had previously edited Democratic papers in Georgia
and the Apalachicola Gazette in Florida.
The Virginia Conservatives favored the state banks
and did6 not particularly relish the idea of the National
Bank. The Whigs would tolerate both and favored the
National Bank. In Virginia the strategy was to place
Conservatives on the ballot in place of Whigs when Whig
success was doubtful. Coincidentally, or otherwise, in
the two elections in which Conservatives participated in
Florida, no Whigs opposed them. William P. DuVal
stood in relation to the Florida Conservatives much as
did Rives and Tallmadge to the Conservatives of Virginia and New York. He was the most well-known person in the faction and declared for Harrison in 1840 as
did Rives.
Democrats attacked the Conservatives as the
“paper money power” and declared,
. . . let them come before the people as “Conservatives” wishing to keep things as they are
-as wishing to give to the paper money power
the privilege of doing hereafter as they have
done heretofore. . . . Now we, the Democratic
Republicans, do not wish to keep things as they
are. We do not like them. We see little or nothing to approve of in the state of things
7
brought on us by the paper money power.
The Conservative party declared that the Democrats were misrepresenting them, and exaggerating the
evils of the banking system.
The Middle Florida Conservative ticket in 1840 was
made up entirely of bank men. William P. DuVal, of
Leon; Charles H. DuPont, of Gadsden ; John D. Edwards, of Jefferson ; and Madison Livingston, of Madison, were the nominees for the Legislative Council.
DuVal was the attorney for the Union Bank and all the
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others were stockholders. DuPont was also director.
DuPont’s views upon the defaulted “faith bonds” sold
by the Bank of Pensacola were very similar to the views
held by Richard K. Call. He did not admit that the bonds
should be repudiated as did the Democrats, nor did he
claim that they were illegally issued as did the Statesright Whigs. Rather, he insisted that the “Territory
cannot be called on to pay, until the Bank of Pensacola
9
has been sued to insolvency."
Thomas Brown, who had been a teller of the Union
Bank until 1837, was also associated with the Conservatives. He was present at their 1840 caucus and supported their nominees. 10 Brown may have been influenced
toward the Conservatives by his earlier service in the
11
Virginia legislature with William C. Rives. Later he
would be more closely associated with the national Whig
faction than most of the Conservatives.
William P. DuVal was elected in the 1840 campaign
and the Conservatives were considerably more successful than they were ever to be again. Meanwhile, the
Democratic press reported that the Conservatives were
out to replace Downing at the next election. Downing
was the Whig Delegate to Congress from Florida who
held anti-statehood views. In regard to the rumored
action of the Conservatives, the Floridian commented,
“This is the instinct of the soulless money power. . . .
While it rewards, it is prompt to punish the slightest
indication of resistance.” The rumors seem to be borne
out by all the facts. In December of 1840 the Star, the
Conservative organ, began to denounce Downing period12
ically. In the 1841 election, Downing was opposed by
George T. Ward, a Middle Florida statehood Whig, also
a stockholder in the Union Bank. He had introduced the
Union Bank bill of 1833 in the Legislative Council and
had been a director of that bank since 1835.
8. Ibid., Sep. 5, 1840.
9. Ibid, Sep. 12, 1840.
10. Idem.
11. Florida Sentinel, (Tallahassee) June 8, 1852. Quoted from the
New York Express.
12. Floridian, Dec. 19, 1840.
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This Conservative backing of a Middle Florida
Whig against an East Florida Whig again served to
point out the sectional rift in the Whig ranks. The main
support for Downing came from the bank and division
forces in East Florida. Downing’s bank connections
were not with the Middle Florida banks, but with the
Southern Life Insurance and Trust Company of St.
Augustine. This institution was largely supported by
Northern capital and had been strenuously opposed by
the Middle Florida Whigs in the Legislative Council.
This association, plus his anti-statehood views, had built
up opposition to Downing in Middle Florida. The Sentinel attributed the division in the Whig ranks to personal predilections and pointed to the combined vote of
Downing and Ward as conclusive proof that nothing but
unity and concert of action was necessary for a Whig
triumph. Because of the split, David Levy, the East
13
Florida loco-foco, had been elected by only a plurality.
On the issue of the Specie Circular, the Florida
Conservatives were of the same mind as the Conservatives of Virginia and New York. The Star condemned
the injudicious distribution of the surplus, and the
Specie Circular, for causing the suspension of specie
payment in so many banking institutions. On the issue
of the National Bank, however, the editor of the Conservative paper was in disagreement with the Virginia
and New York groups and probably with some of his
local group. He leaned toward the early views of 14
John
C. Calhoun and had praise for the National Bank.
The Florida Sesntinel, organ of the States-right
Whigs, referred to the Conservatives as “Federal
Whigs” although there seems to be little real justification for using that terminology. There was equally as
little justification for referring to its own faction as
States-right Whigs. This was a popular designation,
just as “federal” was an unpopular one, and reflected
the true doctrines of the faction about as inaccurately
13. Florida Sentinel, May 21, 1841.
14. Star of Florida, (Tallahassee) Aug. 18, 1841.
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as some party labels in use in Europe today. The Conservatives, as did the States-right Whigs, had in their
ranks men of varying opinions on national politics. As
the Star itself admitted, the Conservative party "looks
not to national politics, but is altogether intent on the
15
local affairs of the territory." The editor stated that,
personally, he was a Whig.
He believes in Henry Clay, in Daniel Webster,
a National Bank, and so on. And he abhors the
subtreasury system, deprecates all new experiments on the currency-believes Van Buren to
be a precious rascal, and Tom Benton a humbug. But he does not consider that national politics are necessarily mixed up with the local affairs of the territory; and we are aware that
there are many Floridians, good men and true,
who do not think as we think in regard to affairs at Washington, yet who have an interest
in common with us, and feelings in common with
us, upon
subjects touching our affairs at
16

home.

Yet even in the affairs at home the Conservatives
were not in agreement. The question of the. redemption
of the “faith bonds” was one which divided Whigs
from Democrats, and also divided the Conservatives internally. That the Conservatives were dissident Democrats and Whigs, united only on the basis of adherence
to the local banks, became more and more evident.
Eventually, many of the prominent Conservatives
realigned with the Democrats, while others returned to
the Whigs.
In 1841, R. A. Shine, B. F. Whitner, L. A. Thompson, D. P. Hogue, and L. G. Lamb were the Conservative nominees for the Council. Thomas Brown presided
over the nominating convention and the nominating
committee was composed of Robert Hayward, C. E.
15. Ibid., Sep. 1, 1841.
16. Idem.
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Bartlett, R. A. Shine, T. R. Betton, J. S. Robinson, B.
F. Whitner, J. W. Bannerman, J. D. Parish J. Vail,
and Elijah Johnson. 17 Later found in the Democratic
party were William P. DuVal; B. F. Whitner, who was
later chairman of the Democratic State Executive Committee; Charles H. DuPont, a Democratic candidate for
presidential elector in 1848; and Leslie A. Thompson.
C. E. Bartlett declared “‘neutrality” in 1842, and after
1845 his sons ran his newspaper as a Calhoun organ.
In the Whig ranks were later found Thomas
Brown, R. A. Shine, D. P. Hogue, R. Hayward, and
George T. Ward. The main differences between the
States-right Whigs and the Whig faction in the Conservatives was that the former would do away with the
local banks as beyond hope of saving, while the latter
were adamant about retaining them. On the “faith
bond” question, the States-right Whigs maintained
“that the Governor and Council possess no power to
pledge the faith of the whole people of this territory for
18
any corporation."
The Star declared that the Conservatives would take no stand on the “faith bond”
issue because on their ticket were “individuals who en19
tertain different views on this subject."
In the fall of 1841, the Democrats won a sweeping
victory in the Council and repudiated
the "faith bonds”
20
while allowing the banks to die. After this election the
factionalism in the Whig party died slowly and by the
next great Whig victory in 1848, Conservatives and
States-right Whigs were long forgotten. From the
Democrats the Whigs had learned much. In the midst
of their defeat and dissension one Whig paper had desperately cried, “We have had political quarrelling and
wrangling enough, and we care not whether anybody is
elected to the legislature next Fall, or whether the council sits for the 21
next two years. It would be quite as well
if it did not."
17. Ibid., Aug. 18, 1841.
18. Florida Sentinel, Sep. 17, 1841. William Wyatt to Editor.
19. Star of Florida, Sep. 29, 1841.
20. Ibid., Feb. 10, 1842.
21. Florida Sentinel, July 1, 1842.
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However, in a few weeks this same paper had again
taken heart and was taking lessons from the Democrats.
Democratic triumphs had been in no small measure due
to the high degree of party discipline built up by James
D. Westcott and David Levy. The Sentinel noted,
While the Whigs have suffered themselves to
fall into disorganization and sundered party
ties by personal disputes, doubts and recriminations . . . the little knot of Locofoco managers
have been industriously at work in strengthening their cords, and will bind us hand and foot
unless we22make a Sampson-like struggle for
ourselves.
By 1845, the Whig party was preparing for battle,
still weakened, but not so deeply split as immediately
following the panic of 1837.
Early in the territorial period, personalities played
an important part in determining political affiliations.
As late as 1841, the Sentinel commented, “More than
half the political controversies in the Territory have
been of a personal and selfish character, involving no
cardinal principle, and of mischievous tendency-a mere
23
struggle between the ins and outs." This condition
lasted longer among the Whig supporters and sympathizers than among the Democrats.
Factions did exist among the Democrats, however.
In the era before Jackson’s old comrades, DuVal, Eaton,
and Call, became Whigs, the East Florida Democrats
formed a faction which stood in opposition to the president’s appointees and their followers. Reid and Levy,
with Elias Gould of the Florida Herald, were the leaders of this East Florida group. We have noted that Reid
spoke rather harshly of DuVal. Of Eaton he 24
said, “Gov.
E. is a rowdy-his wife drunk or crazy . . ." A friend
of Reid visited President Jackson in 1835 and gave the
following account of his visit:
22. Ibid., Aug. 12, 1842.
23. Ibid., Dec. 3, 1841.
24. Diary of Robert Raymond Reid, 1883-35, (MS. in Fla. Hist. Soc.)
p. 42.
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Says I, General, I have always been your
friend up to the hub, by G-d, in the worst of
times, and I tell you now never do you make
any appointment in Florida without consulting
your friends there. Says the General-Col. I
won’t, and then I telled him that the “little
Jackson family” in East Florida must be supported, and the President was entirely of my
25
opinion and we shuck hands upon it.
In 1836, Call became governor and Reid continued
his running criticism. When Van Buren became president, Reid’s influence apparently increased. He usually
worked through Joel R. Poinsett, the Secretary of War.
In 1840, he wrote to Poinsett that Downing and Call
were working together to aid Harrison, the Whig presi26
dential candidate. Although the Secretary of War
claimed that Call was removed from his office without
disgrace, but because he assumed an attitude opposed
to the War Department, Call denounced the official
27
reasons. He claimed that he was removed because of
his personal attitude toward Poinsett and because of a
secret conspiracy by a faction in the territory claiming
to be exclusive friends of the president.
Later, this East versus Middle Florida feud must
have continued to some lesser extent. Although the
party differences were subordinated by the well-oiled
Levy-Westcott machine, it is unlikely that such planters
of the South Carolina school as Abram Bellamy, William Bailey, and James Gadsden, all of Jefferson county, could have gotten along harmoniously at all times
with such loco focos as David Levy and Robert Raymond Reid.
The Democrats became unified earlier than did the
Whigs. Out of the confusion of the St. Joseph Convention, the statehood fight, the Indian war, the insolvent
25. Ibid., p. 44.
26. Reid to Poinsett, Apr. 15, 1840, Heilman, G. E. and Levin, B. S.,
A Calendar of Joel R. Poinsett Papers in the Henry D. Gilpin
Collection, (Philadelphia, 1941).
27. Memorial of Richard K. Call, March 16, 1840. In Call collection,
Florida Historical Society.
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banks, and the “‘faith bond” controversy came distinct
gains for the solidifying Democratic party and decided
set-backs for the embryonic Whig party. The poorer
whites who farmed on a small scale began to grow bitter in their judgment of the wealthy planters. The Democratic revolt, which had begun on the national scene with
28
the election of Andrew Jackson, had reached Florida.
In this era the plain people were made acutely
aware that they had been overlooked in the distribution
of the benefits. The people were made to see that the
territorial government, which had been favoring the few,
was in theory their own property. Recognition of this
fact provided a rallying point for an anti-monopolist
movement which characterized the politics of the early
eighteen-forties in Florida. The driving force of the new
Democracy was a class feeling-the homespun versus
the broadcloth, and in this fact lies the reason why Jacksonian Democracy was so offensive to gentlemen of the
29
Commented one paper which
old school of politics.
spoke for the old school, “It is an awful struggle between virtue and corruption, and none can contemplate
the consequences
without the most fearful apprehen30
sions.”
Although factionalism was still rampant in the
eighteen forties, the names Whig and Democrat were receiving general acceptance in most parts of Florida by
1840. Although never as united as the Democrats, the
conservatives felt that it was necessary to present a
united front and the national party known as Whig was
more acceptable, had more congenial elements in it, and
opposed most of the same things which the Florida conservative interests opposed. By 1845, the most important political factions in Florida had been successfully
absorbed by one or the other of the two parties and
Florida entered the Union with a vigorous two party
system.
28. Doherty, op. cit. p. 22.
29. Parrington, Vernon L., Main Currents in American Thought, (New
York: 1940) II, p. 146.
30. The News, (St. Augustine) Sep. 11, 1840.
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FRANCIS P. FLEMING IN THE WAR FOR
SOUTHERN INDEPENDENCE
LETTERS FROM THE FRONT
edited by E DWARD C. W I L L I A M S O N

Part II
Bivouac, near Berryville, N. Va.
June 21st 1863
1
I do not recollect which of us wrote the last letter.
The last that I received from you was dated May 5th,
but why so much ceremony what difference does it make
whether you owe me a letter or I owe you one. I flatter
myself that a letter from me, independently of coming
from the army of Northern Virginia, would meet with
a welcome reception at your hands, and give you the
same pleasure that the reception of yours always give
me. Please bear in mind that the principal, and I might
almost say the only enjoyment that a soldier up here
has is the reception of letters from “The loved ones at
home”, deprived as we are of all society, it is about the
only link that connects us with its enjoyments and keeps
alive within us an appreciation of home associations.
Therefore don’t always wait for a letter from me before
you write me; sometimes it is a long time before I have
an opportunity of writing, particularly while we are
on the campaign.
But I presume you would rather hear something
about the movements of our Army. We - Gen. Anderson’s Division - left Fredericksburg a week ago today
and by hard marches arrived at this point today about
12 o’clock M. Berryville is a little town about ten miles
south east of Winchester, in the valley of the Shennandoah. Since the death of Jackson two more
Lieutenant
2
Generals have been made in this army. Ewel and A. P.
Hill each commanding a Corps of three Divisions. Our
Division is in the Corps of the latter General. Gen. Ewel
1. The first series of letters by Confederate soldier Frank Fleming
appeared in the last issue of the QUARTERLY. The envelope of this
letter is addressed to Frank’s aunt, Miss Matilda Seton.
2. General T. J. (Stonewall) Jackson was mortally wounded at
Chancellorsville, May 2, 1863.
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left Fredericksburg about three weeks ago, arriving at
Winchester he stormed and carried the enemy’s works
last Sunday (this day week) end the next day compelled
the surrender of that place with five thousand prisoners
-Gen. Milroy’s army. Milroy however, with a small
body of cavalry made his escape. Gen. Ewel then sent
a Division of his Corps towards Charlestown that captured two thousand more prisoners that were coming
on to reenforce Milroy. It was altogether quite a Jack3
sonian achievement. The reports are so numerous and
various that it is difficult to arrive at the truth. Theres
scarcely any doubt that Ewel is in Maryland, and we
hear today that Gen. Roads, [Rodesl of his Corps, has
taken and is occupying Harrisburg Pennsylvania this is
only rumor though and the truth of it is very questionable. I have just heard positively that Ewel’s headquarters are at Shepardstown Md. I understand that we
move in that direction tomorrow morning, and I hope in
4
a few days to be in Maryland.
I suppose you have seen the account of the bombardment that our Regiment withstood when the Yankees crossed over to Fredericksburg the last time. We
lost four Companies taken prisoner Seton’s and Capt.
5
Moseleys among the number. They have since been ex3. Engagement at Winchester, June 13-15, 1863: the result was a complete rout of the Union forces under General Milroy. Official
Records of the Rebellion, Series 1, XXVII, pt. II, pp. 33-34, 41-49,
454, 1115.
4. Following Chancellorsville, Lee decided to invade the North, and
in June his army reached Pennsylvania.
5. At Fredericksburg the 8th. Florida Regt. commanded by Capt.
David Lang was detached from the Florida Brigade and assigned
to Barksdale’s Brigade. Companies A, D, and F of the Florida
regiment under the command of Capt. William Baya were ordered
to prevent the enemy from making a crossing below the town.
Capt. Baya regarded the position assigned his unit as an exposed
one which afforded no means of withdrawal; therefore, he objected to its occupation. However, upon the order being repeated he
acquiesced. After the battle the three companies under Baya composed of forty-four men were reported missing, presumably prisoners. Capt. Baya and some of his men were later exchanged
and rejoined the Florida Brigade. The remaining part of the 8th.
Fla. was effective in repelling the Federal attack in its sector of
the town until Capt. Lang was wounded, at which time it became
demoralized, lacking leadership. Official Records of the Rebellion,
Series 1, XXI, pp. 579, 603-604, 610, 618-619.
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changed except6 the officers Seton and Capt. Moseley
were not taken.
I have an immediate opportunity of sending this off
and must close. Please send this to mother when you
read it.
Your affe nephew
F. P. Fleming
In Camp, Army of Northern Va.
5 miles east of Chambersburg
Penn. June 30th 1863

7

My dear Brother,
I will commence a letter to you now that I have an
opportunity of writing, but it may be some time before
I am able to send it off; as you will see by the date of
this, we have penetrated some thirty miles into the State
of Pennsylvania. We have been “resting on our oars”
here for three days, living on the fat of the land, that
is on chickens, eggs, butter, milk etc. of which the country abounds, this being a very rich valley and never before having had an army through it. I presume from the
appearance of everything that they scarcely knew that
the war was going on; things are cheaper here than
they were in many portions of our Country before the
war. I bought butter for 12 1/2 cents per pound, chickens
at 15 cents a piece, and milk at 5 and 10 cents per quart.
But in spite of the cheap prices and strict orders against
pillaging, some of our men will steal chickens etc. but
when we reflect upon the number of poor fellows in the
army whose houses and property have been entirely destroyed by the brutes whose country we are now invading, and who have driven their families from their
homes in a destitute condition; we can only wonder that
they are not guilty of greater outrages. But I don’t
mean by this to advocate stealing and pillaging. I rejoice
to say that Gen. Lee’s orders against it are most positive and forcible, and the Sub-Generals use every exer6. The 2nd. Florida Regt. was held in reserve.
7. This letter is an eyewitness account of the Gettysburg campaign.
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tion to enforce them, and prevent plundering. The
enemy’s conduct in our Country is no reason why we
should so degrade ourselves as to become guilty of their
brutalities by making war upon women and children and
defenceless citizens.
Gen. Longstreet’s Corps passed us today. We will
probably move forward tomorrow. We are totally in
the dark as regards Gen. Lee’s intended movements.
It is generally believed that he ultimately intends capturing Baltimore, but some suppose that he will first
take Harrisburg, the Capital of this State. I think myself that such will be the case, as the only troops there
are raw militia, who have never yet “smelt gunpowder".
Our invasion has caused a great panic in the State. The
portion of Pennsylvania through which we have passed
8
is settled by a class of low Dutch. I have scarcely seen
a refined and highly intelligent person since I have been
in the State. Our marches have been easy and short and
and the men have got along very well, their health and
spirits are fine. Seton is very well. The portion of Maryland through which we passed was strongly “Union”
in sentiment. We met a great many friends and sympathizers at Hagarstown. It was very gratifying to
observe that in nearly every case the intelligent and
higher class were our friends, while the lower class and
the ignorant were unionists.
We crossed over into Maryland at Shepardstown
Va. passing through Sharpsburg Md. and over the old
battle grounds. We met with a most enthusiastic reception in passing through Charlestown Va. - the place
where Old John Brown [was] executed. The town was
crowded with ladies waving handkerchiefs and flags to
us as we marched through, keeping steps to our fine
brass band playing the Marseilles Hymn.
Seton wishes to know whether Mary ever received
a letter that he wrote her shortly after his return from
Florida.
8. Pennsylvania German (Deutch) rather than Dutch.
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Battle of Gettysburg

Camp near Hagarstown Md. July 7th 1863
Tomorrow we will probably have an opportunity
of sending off the mail. We have had, since my first
date, probably the fiercest and most bloody battle of
the war, just beyond and around Gettysburg Penn. Our
advance arrived there on the morning of July 1st and
found the enemy very strongly posted in the heights of
Gettysburg. Gen. Ewell’s Corps had a hard fight with
them and succeeded in driving them through the town.
The next day the battle became general. Our Corps (A.
P. Hill’s) occupied the center, Longstreet the right and
Ewell the left. We attempted to carry the enemy’s position by storm and succeeded so far, in the center, as to
force two lines of battle but they then sent heavy reenforcements which owing our weakened condition after
having charged across an open space of a mile and a
half through a terrific fire from thirty pieces of artillery (I am speaking now of the part acted by our Division) and musketing were too strong for us, and after
having as I said before forced two lines of battle and
driving them from their guns, we were compelled to fall
back to an original position. Had two or three Brigades
been sent to support us we could have held position that
it cost us so dearly to take. Longstreet drove them on
the right, but for the reason above stated, he lost part of
the ground that he gained. Our left was scarcely engaged. Major Mims and Capt Ballantine were wounded
and left on the field and fell into the hands of the
enemy, and in falling back Capt Moseley fainted from
exhaustion and was also taken prisoner, which left
9
Seton in command of the Regiment. The next day the
battle was resumed. The cannonade on that day was
the most rapid that I ever heard; it probably exceeded
any thing of the war. Our Brigade was again sent in,
and charged the enemy under a murderous fire, but
9. For further details concerning the Florida Brigade at Gettysburg
see Fleming, Memoir of Capt. C. Seton Fleming, pp. 79-88; Official
Records of the Rebellion, Series 1; pt. II, pp. 288, 614, 617, 631-633.
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were again compelled to retire. Our loss in the fighting
of the 2nd and 3rd days was very heavy. Our Brigade
that numbered nearly seven hundred before, now numbers about one hundred and sixty. Seton was so fortunate as to go through both fights and escape unhurt.
Dave Dunham, on the second day, was missing; it is
supposed that he was captured, as were a good many
10
more, when we had to fall back. Capt McCaslan of the
11
Marion Company was killed. No troops could have
fought better than our Floridians. Our great loss bears
testimony to this. The 2nd lost about one hundred and
12
fifty. Wm. Livingston was wounded in the leg and fell
13
into the hands of the enemy. Gen Lee finding it impossible to force the enemy from his position at Gettysburg
commenced a retreat on the 4th inst and today we arrived here. We have had several little cavalry fights at
the passes of the mountains, since we commenced our
retreat, but nothing of much importance. In one of these
fights Gen. Hampton received a wound on the shoulder,
but it is not very severe. We lost at the battles of Gettysburg Brig Gen. Kemper and Maj. Gen. Hood wounded
Brig. Gen Garneth killed. Kemper is said to be mortally
wounded. The losses on each side, I think, is greater
than in any previous battle of the war. The enemy lost
Maj Gen. Reynolds killed. We took about ten thousand
prisoners. We were obliged to leave our wounded at
Gettysburg. They have, of course fallen into the hands
of the enemy. We have no idea what our next move will
be. Some suppose that we will cross over into Va. others,
that we move in some other direction through this state.
Time will tell. We fought the Yankees at a great disadvantage at Gettysburg. They occupied heights similar
to those that we occupied at the first battle of Fredericksburg.
10. 1st. Lt. Dave Dunham, Co. H, 2nd. Fla., captured at Gettysburg
and sent to Johnson’s Island. Soldiers of Florida, p. 91.
11. Capt. William E. McCaslin commanded Co. E, 2nd. Fla. Ibid., p. 86.
12. Of which 81 were killed or wounded, the rest must be presumed
missing or prisoners. Ibid., p. 79.
13. William Livingston, pvt. later sgt. in Co. G. 2nd. Fla. Ibid., p. 90.
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Capt. L’Engle is well. He says that he would write,
but having been up traveling all last night, he is too
sleepy and tired. Give my love to Mary, Aunt L-, Cousin Susan and all. Please send this to Mother when you
have read it. It may be some time before I can write her.
Your affe brother
F. P. Fleming
Camp 1st Cav. near
Dalton Ga May 4th 1864

14

Dear Aunt Tilly
I will wait no longer to hear from you before writing, feeling sure that there is some good reason for your
long silence, as I know that you are a most excellent
and punctual correspondent. I have not heard from you
since the letter that I received very soon after my arrival here, that I immediately answered.
Lieut Taylor told me that you were 16
unable to get
my coat finished in time to send by him. I received a
pair of very nice gloves from Monticello about a week
ago, presuming that you sent them I tender many
thanks.
If you have been unable to make my coat just let
me know what it cost, and I will enclose the amount.
Day before yesterday, we thought that the big fight
was about to open. About ten o’clock the artillery on
our right opened quite a heavy fire: soon after we could
distinguish the report of small arms. We were ordered
to the front, where we remained until about 4 o’clock
P.M. when we were brought back to Camp the firing
only resulting in the advance of the enemy engaging
our pickets, and being repulsed. It is generally supposed
that we will have a grand battle here very soon. Every
one feels sanguine that if the enemy attacks us here
that he will get one of most complete thrashings that
14. Shortly after the return of the army to Virginia following Gettysburg Frank Fleming was appointed 1st. Lt. Co. D, 1st. Fla. Cavalry,
which was attached to the Army of Tennessee. Fleming, Memoir of
Capt. C. Seton Fleming, p. 88.
15. Lt. Tayior is unidentified.
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we have yet inflicted upon him. We have a splendid
army. Everyone says that the greatest change has16taken
place since Gen Johnston has taken command. The
troops have every confidence in him, which is at once
an earnest of success. Our cause has never appeared
more hopeful or our prospects brighter than now. On
every side, beginning with the battle of Ocean Pond,
17
have the enemy [been] repulsed. In no case have they
gained a success. I trust that they will soon see the madness of their undertaking to subjugate us.
I received a very interesting letter from Julia Calt
brought out by Miss Anna Dummett. They were all well.
Matilda D- was there with her husband, Mr. Taylor.
We have just received [orders] to get ready to move,
it is reported that our pickets have been driven in.
I have to come to a close let me hear from you soon.
My respects for Mr. Gadsden and any other friends.
Your affe nephew
F. P. Fleming
Camp Hospital
Newnan Ga May 30th 64

My dear Aunt Tilly
I have had the pleasure of receiving both of your
last letters since writing you. The last I received about
four days ago.
As you will see by the date of this, I am at a Hospital, much to my mortification at this time. The great
fatigue and exposure that we have undergone, since the
campaign opened up here, brought on quite a severe
attack of ercipelas in the face, which at one time, was
so much swollen that I was perfectly blind, but I am
now much better and hope that in a few days I will be
able to return to the front, and join my command in
16. General Joseph E. Johnston was placed in command of the forces
opposing General William T. Sherman’s march into Georgia.
17. Ocean Pond is more commonly called the battle of Olustee. Here
in the piney woods of North Florida, Union forces advancing along
the railroad from Jacksonville towards Lake City were turned
back. “Olustee was a bloody check to the Union cause in Florida.”
Davis, The Civil War and Reconstruction in Florida, p. 293.
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time for the big fight that must take place soon. There
has already been some pretty hard fighting, but as yet
no general engagement. Up to the time I left five days
since our Brigade had not been engaged though exposed
several times to the enemy's fire, killing several and
wounding quite a number, among the latter Edwin Roux
(who is a Lieut in the 7th Fla) severely in the leg. Gen
Finley was also wounded - his collarbone broken. 18
We have been gradually falling back ever since giving up our position in front of Dalton, but the troops
are in fine spirits and have every confidence in Gen
Johnston, and that when he sees fit to make a stand will
inflict a terrible blow upon the enemy. How great have
been our successes in Va. under the guidance of our
noble Chieftain in command of the Army of Northern
Va. I don’t believe we have another leader that can
inspire the same love and veneration with which his
troops regard him. He is certainly the Washington of
this revolution. I have heard nothing from Seton since
the fighting commenced in Va. but trust he is safe. 19
If you hear from, or of him please let me know.
Your revelation in regard to my coat did not surprise me. If you have not already done so, please don’t
send it on until we are stationary again. I do not need it
now, and it might be lost if brought on while we are on
the march. I thank you very much for your many acts
of kindness and kind offers. Should I stand in need of
anything will be glad to avail myself of your kindness.
In case I should be so unfortunate as to receive a wound,
I scarcely think it would be advisable for you to come
18. Brig.-General Jesse Johnson Finley commanding the Florida infantry in the Army of Tennessee.
19. Capt. C. Seton Fleming was killed in the Wilderness on June 3,
1864. Soldiers of Florida, p. 91. On a scrap of paper in the Fleming
papers is written: “During the battle of the Wilderness in which
Capt. [Seton] Fleming took a prominent part in leading on the
men, he was twice wounded. The men were in dread of it, as from
his brave conduct they knew he would be conspicious object for
one of the sharp shooters. He was so slightly wounded first that
he soon rose again, but the second time he could only raise himself on one arm, but with the other he waved his cap over his
head, and urged his command on to victory, telling them not to
mind his being wounded."
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on. The wounded are well taken care of, and receive
every attention. Mrs. Harris and Mrs. Harrison from
Jefferson are at this Hospital both very kind ladies.
The former says that she knows you and inquired particularly for you. . . . I saw Uncle George in Atlanta
two or three days ago. He was well.
Write soon. Direct to Army of Tenn.20as I will probably leave for the front in a few days.
Affy yours
F. P. Fleming
Barnesville Ga
Aug 21st 1864

Dear Aunt Tilly
I presume that ere this reaches you, you will have
learned by Mother’s letter that I stopped at the Hospital at this place instead of going on to Newnan ; having
heard on my arrival here that the Hosp. had been moved
from the latter place.
21
I expect to go up to the front tomorrow. Don’t
know that I am getting much better, but no worse, and
I trust that the change may prove beneficial, and that
I will not have to leave the army again on account of
sickness.
I have heard that it was a current report in Monticello that I was engaged to a certain young lady who
was the subject of conversation between us on the morning of the day that I left you. Now in case anything
should happen to me, not wishing that a false impression upon such a matter should rest with any relatives
and those for whom I care, I will state that the above
mentioned report is untrue, and without the slightest
foundation. I state this solely for the above reason, and
while that does not exist I scarcely think that there is
any need to mention it.
I cannot refrain from thanking you, my dear Aunt,
for your many kindness unto me in every respect and
20. The front at this time was approximately fifty miles northwest
of Atlanta.
21. The front now was at Atlanta which Sherman would enter Sept. 2.
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trust that I may be able to prove to you that they are
not unworthily bestowed.
I would be glad if some such arrangement as you
suggested could be made in regard to Matilda, with
Mother’s approval. There are several reasons why I
think it would be better for her than remaining in Monticello. Matilda is just at that age and of that temperament that she needs pleasant and congenial companionship which in her present situation she cannot enjoy, to
the extent that she ought. Write me any suggestions or
plans that you may have in the matter. It would be best
though to find out first what kind of a teacher she would
have. Elwell Maxwell is here, expects to start for Flor22
ida in about a week. If you make your visit to Tallahassee and Bel Air you will probably meet him. No
doubt you will enjoy yourself much. Wish I could be
with you. Write soon and give me all the Florida gossip.
Yours affe
Frank
Jonesboro, Ga.
Sept 1st 64

23

My dear Mother,
I wrote you a few days ago, but knowing how uneasy you will be upon hearing of the battle at this place
in which we were engaged yesterday, I write again that
your anxiety on my account may be relieved. Through
God’s mercy I have been spared, escaping unhurt. The
supposed retreat of the Yankees that I mentioned in my
last, proved to be an extension of their lines in the direction of this place, which is on the Macon and Atlanta
24
R.R. about eighteen miles from the latter place. Every
night until the last we have been either marching or
throwing up breastworks. Night before last we marched
the whole night arriving here after sunrise. We then
22. Capt. D. Elwell Maxwell had transferred from the Florida Brigade
in Virginia as an enlisted man to become an officer in Co. D, 1st.
Fla. Cavalry Dismounted. Soldiers of Florida, p. 92.
23. Jonesboro is about eighteen miles south of Atlanta.
24. The Union forces extended their lines around Atlanta following
the battle of Peach Tree Creek on July 20.
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went to work to complete a line of unfinished works.
The enemy soon placed a battery in such a position as
to completely enfilade our lines and shelled us furiously
for about three hours, when we moved out and formed
in line of battle - Hardee’s Corps - preparatory to a
charge. The line moved forward about half past 2 P.M.
the right first becoming engaged (Our position was
near the center of the Corps). We advanced about a mile
through fields and woods before becoming opposed to
a concentrated fire, when we came upon the enemy
strongly entrenched. We charged his works under a
terrific fire of artillery and small arms but their works
were too strong to be taken by a single line of battle,
and we failed, and were compelled to fall back. Our loss
was considerable but I cannot give it yet. I had one man
killed. The enemy was driven for some distance on our
right but we could not hold the works and today occupy
pretty much the same position that we did yesterday.
In the weak condition that I was in I became completely
exhausted in the charge and don’t think that I could
have held out were it not for the excitement, in the retreat had to be supported out by one of my men. 25
3rd Last evening there was again a very hard fight.
The most stubborn since the commencement of the campaign. The enemy numbering five Corps charged Gen.
Hardee’s Corps and after a very hard fight succeeded
in breaking a portion of our line causing the giving way
of the whole. They paid dearly for it though losing about
five or six thousands. 26
The balance of the army evacuated Atlanta last
night, and is expected here today. Our present line is
about four miles south of Jonesboro. I forbear comments. God grant that all will yet be well.
The portion of the line that our Brigade occupied
did not become engaged though we were subjected to a
terrible shelling the whole day.
You did not mention Maggie. I hope she is better.
25. Battle of Atlanta.
26. Last phase of battle of Atlanta.
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Much love to all. I presume you will find it difficult to
make this out written in pencil, but it is the best I can
do. The shells are coming over pretty thick.
Remember me to all my friends.
Your affe son
Frank
(This series of letters will be concluded in the next issue.)
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BOOK REVIEW
A Century of Medicine in Jacksonville and Duval
County by Webster Merritt, M.D. (Gainesville, University of Florida Press, 1949. xii, 201 pp. Illustrations,
map, bibliography, index. $3.50).
This is a highly readable and authentic narrative
of people, conditions, and happenings which cover a
far larger subject-field than the title indicates. Also it
is more than local history, for during a good part of
the century Jacksonville was the metropolis of and the
gateway to Florida. It is a history, too, of more than
medicine, for the family doctor had not even begun to
lose his place as family friend at the end of the century,
hence it tells much about the people and what they did.
Physicians are often the leaders of a communitytaking a large part in public organizations and movements, and several of those who come most often into
Dr. Merritt’s story were especially active in community
and even State affairs.
Beginning with the arrival of Dr. James Hall who
settled near Cowford, the present Jacksonville, before
the year 1800, the narrative is told chronologically, and
the physicians and events come on the scene year by
year as the region is settled. Dr. Hall was likely the first
American physician to practice anywhere in Florida for
any length of time, and for nearly four decades he was
the only general practitioner in the Jacksonville region.
A year after his death in 1837 his successor arrived
with his bride-Dr. Abel Seymour Baldwin, “destined
to become not only the town’s greatest physician but
for many years its most outstanding citizen.” He was
prominent as well in regional and State affairs, in promoting Jacksonville as a port, in the building of a railroad to Lake City, completed in 1860, and as a member
of the Florida Legislature.
The next arrivals were Dr. Henry A. Holland who
was an extensive planter also, and Dr. Charles Byrne,
an editor also of the Florida News.
Diseases and epidemics were frequent and severe
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in the early days, and the author through extensive research is able to tell much of each one.
About midcentury malaria was especially prevalent,
followed by smallpox in 1852. But 1854 was to be “a year
of fire, sickness and sorrow” with smallpox and scarlet
fever.
Yet none of these, nor all of them together, equalled yellow fever in devastation. The epidemics of 1857
and 1877 were severe, but that of 1888 became the traditional example throughout the country of severity, calamity, panic, flight and decimation; as well as unselfishness, charity, and general humanitarianism. Many citizens remained to nurse the sick who could easily have
fled, and some of these gave their lives also. Within a
month after the outbreak the population was reduced
from 20,000 to 14,000, of whom only 4,000 were white;
and at the end nearly 5,000 had had the disease and
there had been more than 400 deaths, with nearly 1,000
new cases and seventy deaths in a single week. The
epidemic was famous also for its shotgun quarantine,
bonfires to purify the air, the firing of cannon to kill the
germs by concussion, the refugee camps, and the noble
work and notable success of the Jacksonville Sanitary
Association. This organization of men and women who
stayed behind to carry on received contributions from
cities and communities in forty-two states and several
foreign countries amounting to more than $300,000,
without which the destitution and suffering would have
been appaling, for there was no Red Cross to come to
the rescue of the stricken and stagnant town.
While this epidemic is the most moving chapter in
the book, there are numerous other episodes of interest.
The forty-four illustrations, brought together from
many sources and largely reproduced from contemporaneous photographs, bring the people and events to
life; and as all statements are fully documented the
authenticity of the work throughout is unquestionable.
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THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Due to the recent cut in all expenditures of the
State, the appropriation which the State has given the
Society since 1941 through the State Library Board
has been suspended temporarily, hence this issue of the
QUARTERLY is much smaller than usual. It is expected
that ere the next number goes to press we shall be enabled to resume our former size.
NEW MEMBERS

Nominated by:

Leon J. Robbins, Ormond Beach ................................. Alberta Johnson
John W. Henderson, Tallahassee ......................................... Mark F. Boyd
Harold B. Wahl, Jacksonville, (renewal)
W. Norman FitzGerald, Jr., Milwaukee, Wisconsin ........ Alberta Johnson
Edwin L. Williams Jr., Emory University ................................. J. C. Yonge
Philip D. Ackerman, Fort Myers ............................ Edward C. Williamson
Mrs. Georgia Hazen Brittle, Brooksville ................. Edward C. Williamson
Mrs. Edward G. Cole, Holly Hill ................................ J. C. Yonge
Dorma Louise Griffis, University of Florida .............................. J. C. Yonge
Mrs. Mary E. Apple, St. Petersburg ....................... Walter P. Fuller
Mrs. Martha LaGrande, Hartford, Conn. ......................... J. V. Chapman
Mrs. Z. Spinks, Leesburg ............................... Mrs. B. G. Smith
John M. Sweeney, Jacksonville ................................ Dena Snodgrass
Mrs. Rainey Cawthon, Tallahassee ................................. R. L. Goulding
Ambolena Hooker Robillard, Univ. of Florida ......................... J. C. Yonge
Mrs. E. G. Grenelle, Palm Harbor ......................................... J. C. Yonge
DONATIONS TO THE SOCIETY’S LIBRARY
Gift of James M. Hollister:
Papers of Joseph Marshall, St. Augustine, 1783:
Journal, arrived in Georgia in 1769. Describes events of the Revolution.
Commission of Thomas Marshall, Lt. Troop of Horse Militia,
Savannah, 1779.
Appointment of Joseph Marshall as Major, Royal Militia, Province
of Georgia.
Commission as Lt. Col. Kings Rangers, 1780.
Letter, Aug. Provost to Captain Marshall, July 6, 1783.
Recruiting Instructions for Capt. Marshall.
Parole, prisoner of war, Joseph Marshall, Capt. Kings. Rangers,
1781.
Appraisal of real estate of Joseph Marshall, late of the Province
of Georgia, now of St. Augustine, 1783.
Masonic Lodge, 1783, at St. Augustine. Admission of Joseph Marshall as Knight of the Royal Arch and Knights Templar Lodge.
Other papers.
Gifts of Mrs. Guy Withers:
Sanford Herald, Centennial Issue, Feb. 8, 1937.
Tampa Tribune, Armistice Issue, Nov. 11, 1918.
Sketch of Rev. J. A. Harold.
View of Hudson, Florida.
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Gift of Albert C. Manucy :
The Surgeon in Charge by Mary W. Porter. (Fort Jefferson)
Military and Political Career of Jose de Herrera by Thomas E.
Cotner. 1949.
Gifts of Dr. Jose Navarro Latorre:
“Publications of Instituto Historico de Marina:”
(1) Camaro 1539, Rodriquez Cabrillo 1542, Pedro de Valdivia 1552,
Antonio de Vea 1675, Iriarte 1675, Qiroga 1745.
(2) Pedro de Valdivia 1540-50, Menendez de Aviles 1565-6 Flores
Valdes y Alonso de Sotomayor 1581-3.
(3) Sarmiento de Gamboa 1578-80.
(4) Diego Garcia 1526-27, Pascual de Andagoya 1534, Sancho de
Arce 1596, Sebastian Vizcaino 1602-3, Francisco de Ortega
1631-6, Andres del Pez 1687.
Gift of Miss Dena Snogdrass:
Paddle-wheel Inboard, History of Ocklawaha River Steamboating by C. R. Mitchell.
Gift of W. S. Branch Jr.:
Cram’s Township and Railroad Map of Florida, 1888.
Gifts of Mrs. H. H. Buckman, Jacksonville:
Sketches of St. Augustine, R. K. Sewall, 1849.
Story of the Huguenots, F. A. Mann, 1912.
Irving’s Conquest of Florida, 1851.
Florida Centennial Booklet, Episcopal Diocese of Florida, 1938.
Newspaper article, by Miss Margaret Weed.
History of the Diocese.
Official Program and Souvenir, Key West Extension of the Florida
East Coast Railroad.
Views, Florida East Coast Railway and Hotels, 1906.
Gift of West Chester County Historical Society, Pennsylvania:
Sectional map of Florida, 1901.
Gifts of Miss Francis Hobart, Albemarle, N. C.:
Palmetto Leaves by Harriet Beecher Stowe, 1873.
Views of Green Cove Springs.
Gift of the author:
Major and Minor Keys of the Florida Reef, by Mary Helm Clarke.
Gift of William Shepard:
Letter, Ocala, East Florida, Nov. 12th. 1865, Tillie Badger to
Henry Evans.
Annual Report of the American Historical Association 1945, also 1949.
Gifts of Karl H. Grismer:
The Story of Fort Myers, by Karl H. Grismer, 1949.
Copy of order, Major General Brown E. Kirby, Washington, 5 Nov.
1823, to Brevet Colonel Brooke, to establish military post at
Tampa Bay.
Copy of letter, St. Augustine, 1 Dec. 1823, James Gadsden to
Colonel Brooke.
Copy of report, Camp on Hillsborough River, George M. Brooke
to Major General Jacob Brown, Feb. 5, 1824.
Gifts of James P. Martin:
Genealogy of the Flagler, Harkness, York and Rockefeller Family.
Photostat, Stock Certificate, Standard Oil Company, December 23,
1886, H. M. Flagler, Secy J. D. Rockefeller, Prest. for 34,993
shares of stock for Trustees of Standard Oil Trust.
View of The Casements, John D. Rockefeller home at Ormond Beach.
Gift of Mrs. Frederick G. Clapp through Harold Colee:
200 Florida Views, 1907-1908.
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